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Copy for the next Chronicle should be with the editor by January 31st 2011. Contributions to Martin
Rowland, 6 St Paul’s Court, 18 Brackley Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3 1RA. (0208 650 9967)

magrowland@btinternet.com Emailed material with Word attachments preferred. 

The editor wishes to thank Nichola Bearman and Emily Norris of Brentwood School’s Marketing &
Development Unit for many of the photographs in this issue.

The editor apologises to Old Brentwoods with whom he has discussed contributions or who have submitted
material which has not been included in this issue. 

Budgets and space are limited. Some items will be used in the next issue.

Cover: The first batch of leavers to have spent 15 years at Brentwood may soon emulate OBs who left
School not many years ago. See pages 4, 22, 30, 31, and 34
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DIRECTIONS FROM LONDON
Turn left at roundabout at the end of Brentwood High Street onto Ongar Road (A128). After approx 2
miles, (at end of ʻStraight Mileʼ) Ashwells Road is on the right. Ground and Clubhouse are about 600

yards on left. For more information about the Clubhouse, bar and grounds contact our Manager
Melanie Staines on 01277 374070 or Email: melbryant1@hotmail.com
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Brentwood Pre-Prep: “Little challenges and big opportunities for three to seven year olds”
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ABrentwood School governor, member of the OB
Rugby Club, colts cricket organiser, keen golfer and
award winning printer is the new President of the

Old Brentwoods Society. Richard Owers (1964-74) was
confirmed in office at the Society’s AGM in September.

He is a member of the executive committee of the
School’s Governing Body and Chairman of Brentwood
School Enterprises which is responsible for most of the
School’s external commercial activities including the
Sports Centre, Courage Hall and School Shop.

In thanking the Old Brentwoods Society for inviting him
to be the next President, Richard set out three objectives
concerning Society membership, the Ashwells Road
Clubhouse and Brentwood School bursaries.

“The first is to work closely with the School to
establish stronger links with the many Old Brentwoods
who are not members of the Society. It is estimated
that there are about 8000 Old Brentwoods living –
under 30 per cent of whom are members. With the
School’s help, we hope to make regular contact with as
many Old Brentwoods as possible. 

“The second is to support the Society’s management
team in their current initiatives to make our Clubhouse
at Ashwells Road the vibrant and viable base for many
of our social and sporting activities.

“The third is to work with the School to promote and
encourage fund raising activities throughout the Old
Brentwoods community for bursaries to open up a
Brentwood School education to children who would
not otherwise be able to benefit from all that the

School offers. Many of us are now Old Brentwoods
because of the Direct Grant scheme that closed in the
1980s. I know there are many Old Brentwoods who are
interested in helping other children in this way.

Richard Owers was born in the Brentwood maternity
home in Ingrave Road on Trafalgar Day 1956. He began
his schooling at St Mary’s, Shenfield and in 1964
started at Brentwood Prep. Jack Higgs was the
principal, his form teachers were Anne Jarrett, David
Bull, Roy Armour and David Curtis and his Lawrence
housemaster was Frank Halford, whom he still sees
from time to time.

“Happy memories from those Prep school days
remain. Heading the lace on a wet leather football,
nature trips with the attractive Miss Hill, the weekly
maths and spelling tests with Mr Bull and the humour
of Mr. Curtis. Jack Higgs commented on one of my
reports that I was ‘a going concern’ and followed it up
later with ‘a thoroughly going concern.’ I couldn’t
understand why my parents seemed less concerned
than the headmaster obviously was.”

In 1968, to his “great surprise,” Richard was awarded
a Foundation Scholarship into the main school as were
three others from the Prep: Martin Lees, Richard Green
and Nicholas Prior. He joined North, Mr Bainbridge
welcomed him into 2B and Richard Sale, the
headmaster, took the class once a week. “The cosy
family that was the Prep school was replaced by the
much bigger main school with lots of strangers. Many
friendships were made which continue to this day.”

Richard was the most enthusiastic of sportsmen. He
enjoyed ski trips to Igls in Austria with Messrs
Shortland and Odell. At 14, he discovered the joys of
rugby thanks to the teaching of Cliff Poole, British Lion
Billy Reybold and games in the holidays for the
hospitable and recently formed Old Brentwoods Rugby
Club. At School, 1st XV rugby was combined with 1st
and 2nd XI cricket. Charles Edgson was the master in
charge of cricket and the head coach was former Essex
opening bowler Ken Preston who, some years later,
would become his father-in-law.

On leaving School in 1974, the prospect of becoming a
chartered accountant like his father and elder brother
did not appeal so he took a gap year, retaking a couple
of A levels at Davies’s College in London.

During that year, he first came into contact with the
industry that has been his career ever since. “In 1975,
Westerham Press, a fine art and corporate printer in
Kent and one of my father’s clients, held an open day
to celebrate its first 25 years. The combination of the
processes, the craftsmen and the beautiful printed
work really interested me – so much so that I applied to
the London College of Printing to study printing and
business.”

Presidential profile

School governor dares to ask for more:
members, Clubhouse users and bursaries
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The course and holiday work placements at Westerham
Press confirmed his long term interest in the printing
industry. He was adjudged the Young Managing Printers
Student of the Year and started with Westerham Press.
Over the best part of 35 years, his work has taken him to
Buckingham Palace, 10 Downing Street, London
museums and galleries, fine antique dealers and many
leading UK companies. He has travelled to Saudi Arabia,
the USA and ten other countries on business. He
became a Freeman of the Worshipful Company of
Stationers and Newspaper Makers in 2010.

For the last seven years, Richard has been a director of
Pure Print Group, a company based in East Sussex and
London, which has twice been presented with the
Queen’s Award for Enterprise for Sustainable
Development. This unprecedented achievement was for
the firm’s work in developing environmental care in the
printing industry.

He remains keen on the concept of printing as a craft. In
2009, Beacon Press received PrintWeek magazine’s
Printer of the Year nominations for its book, digital,

brochure, report & accounts and customer magazine
work and for its environmental approach to its business.

In 1980, he married Jane Preston. William came along in
1990 and attended Brentwood School from 1994 to
2008. He was followed by Henry who joined the nursery
at the Pre Prep in 1995, its first year, and has just finished
in the sixth form – one of the first group to complete 15
years at the School.

Richard’s sporting and other interests since School have
included rugby with OBRFC from 1972 to 1986, serving
as captain in 1979/80. “Retirement was brought on by a
realisation that I was on first name terms with many of
the staff in the local casualty department.” He has
played golf at Thorndon Park since 1969, with a spell on
the committee (1992-97) and a year as captain (1996/97).
He has organised and managed colts cricket teams at
Shenfield Cricket Club (2000-2009) and has served as a
Brentwood School governor since 2003.

“Looks like a busy year ahead during which I look
forward to meeting with as many Old Brentwoods as
possible, particularly my school contemporaries.”    

Mayor Tee succeeds five OBs who 
headed Brentwood District Council

From the Editor’s Desk

Former Old Brentwoods Society President David
Tee (1948-56) was elected Mayor of Brentwood in
May to serve for the following year. 

He became the 18th Mayor of Brentwood and the first
Old Brentwood to hold the title. At least five Old
Brentwoods served as Chairman of the District Council
for their names are engraved on the Mayor’s chain of
office, “presented by James Fisher Hough MA Esq.”
The former Brentwood headmaster was Chairman of
the Council for several years during World War II.  

David’s first visit to Brentwood
was in 1944 when he came
to see his two older
brothers, boarders in
School House in Ingrave
Road. James  Hough had
been in charge when the
brothers’ father was at the
School from 1916 to 1922.

David “fell in love” with
Brentwood town during his
eight years at the School.
However, it was 16 years
before he returned with his wife Pam to live in Little
Warley. “After 38 years, we are very much part of our
community. Our three children have been educated in
Brentwood, our daughter and her husband live in Great
Warley with our granddaughters Georgia and Emma,
and our younger son also lives in Little Warley.”

Following his retirement from printing and publishing
in 2004, Brandon Lewis, former Leader of the Council
and now newly elected MP for Great Yarmouth,
persuaded David to stand for Warley and he was

elected. “I needed help in those days and will always
be grateful to Brandon for his wise guidance. Since
then, I have been helped by a great group of people in
the Warley Branch of the Brentwood & Ongar
Conservative Association, fellow ward councillors Jan
Pound and William Lloyd and, in the last year, by
Louise McKinlay, Leader of the Council and an Old
Brentwood.” Cheralyn Lewis, also an OB, was elected
to the Council in May.

David and Pam were overwhelmed by the kindness
and support at their first full council meeting from

officers, elected members,
friends and family. Their
MP, Eric Pickles, just
appointed Secretary of
State for the Communities
and a Privy Councillor and
Lord Griffiths of Burryport,
Labour Education
spokesman in the Lords,
attended.

In between a packed
schedule of engagements,

David has been penning The
Mayor’s column for the Brentwood Gazette, “covering
the good news stories in our borough. Pam and I very
much enjoy working hard to support schools, youth
clubs, commerce, small businesses, sport of all kinds,
village community activities, and the charitable and
voluntary work that goes on in Brentwood.”                     

Incoming Mayor of Brentwood David Tee is flanked by
fellow Old Brentwoods Cheralyn Lewis (left), elected to
Brentwood Council this year; and by Louise McKinlay,
Leader of the Council
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School remembers Georgia
Cordery’s struggle

Georgia Cordery, a 14-year-old Brentwood School
pupil, died in May, following a spirited struggle
against Rhabdomyosarcoma, a rare form of

cancer.

Addressing the School, Headmaster Ian Davies
recalled: “Several of you have been very special
friends to Georgia in the last two years since she
became ill, and you will be aware of the immense
courage she showed throughout her illness as she
fought her rare and very aggressive cancer.

“She is an inspiration to us all in the way that she
strove to overcome adversity, by the enthusiasm with
which she embraced life to the full and the amount she
packed into her limited time available.  She inspired us
with her smiles, her energy and her determination to
fight to the last.

“What I most hope you will take from this is to
embrace life with the joy and energy and enthusiasm
and vigour that Georgia did. She was determined to
the end to help other people and you helped her to
raise a phenomenal amount of money to ensure that
families who find themselves in a similar situation
could have a slightly easier time because they could
stay with their child in the hospital unit.

“So, you honour her and her zest for life by living it to
the full, and keeping the needs of other people in
mind.”

Georgia was an enthusiastic participant and the focal
point for major fund raising activities with Old
Brentwoods and other supporters under the aegis of
Georgia’s Teenage Cancer Appeal. By July, over
£180,000 had been raised. Last year, six OBs drove a
couple of carefully prepared cars to the Nurburgring in
Germany and hammered round its 21- kilometre circuit
to support the charity.

Alex and James climb 
Kilimanjaro for Georgia

Alex Quigley, Head of Brentwood School in
2009/10 (above left), his brother James, who has
just started in the sixth form, and their parents

undertook a gruelling five-day trek up Mount
Kilimanjaro, Tanzania in August. Alex and James
reached the top via the Rongai route but the older
generation succumbed to altitude sickness.

They were fund raising for Georgia’s Teenage Cancer
Appeal, set up in the name of fellow pupil Georgia
Cordery, and the Teenage Cancer Trust. They have
raised around £3,400 so far.

Said Alex: “We are all fairly regular walkers and have
climbed local mountains, including Snowdon, Ben
Nevis and Scafell Pike but never anything on a scale
similar to Kilimanjaro. It was immensely difficult but
well worth it.”

Alex, who entered the School in 2003, was also head of
the CCF’s army section and is a Grade eight

saxophonist and singer. In October, he begins reading
mathematics at Imperial College, London. 

Architect, conductor and not
the only OB in Sweden

Adistinguished architect and experienced
orchestral conductor, Eric Micheal Posselwhite
(1937 – 44) found it a pleasant surprise to learn

from the Chronicle that he is not the sole OB living in
Sweden. He had assumed this status since the death of
his old friend and musical colleague Norman Anderson
(1926 – 34) in 1994.

“I now find that Dr. George Farrants has been
established in Stockholm since 1993. We have been in
touch by telephone, although separated by 600
kilometres and over 30 school years. One common
bond is that we are both translators, although this has
been more of a sideline for me since retirement.”

Eric Posselwhite worked as a civil engineer for the
international firm Skanska for 33 years “ending up” as
chief engineer in the overseas department. “However,
I soon found that retirement was an illusion. I was
drawn into the Oresund Bridge project and the direct
rail link between Stockholm city and Arlanda
international airport, and into lecturing engineering
students at Lund University.”

In 2000, he realised his ambition of seeing the
Auckland Harbour Bridge in New Zealand that he had
designed in the 1950s while working for Freeman Fox
& Partners in London. A colleague had designed the
steel superstructure while Eric was responsible for the
six deepwater piers, the two abutments and the south
approach viaduct.

As a member of the senior council of the Swedish
Institution of Civil Engineers, Eric went to China in 2002
to observe building construction in Beijing and
Shanghai. The following year he visited Bangkok for
similar reasons.

When he became a senior citizen, Eric relinquished his
position as chairman and conductor of the amateur
Malmo KFUM Symphony Orchestra after 21 years.
During that time, he had enjoyed a rewarding
friendship with the professional Malmo Symphony
Orchestra. Many of their instrumentalists had
performed with his orchestra in solo concerti.
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Chris Dyer (1949-
1959) was
elected for a

two-year term as
President of the Essex
County Rugby
Football Union at the
AGM on 19th July
2010.

Chris played Rugby
for East house at
school but it was only
on going to university
at Birmingham that
his rugby career
started to flourish. He

joined Kings Norton RFC in 1959 and soon
established a place in the back row of their 1st XV. On
Wednesdays, he played for Birmingham University
Mermaids, a University side for those who played
Club rugby on Saturdays.   

As the Old Brentwoods Rugby Club had not then
been formed, Chris joined May & Baker RUFC for
vacation playing and training. School contemporaries
Mike Taylor and Mike Parnell (1949-1958) were
already working and playing there. Chris was quickly
selected in the back-row for May & Baker 1st XV.

On graduating, he joined May & Baker’s Chemical
Division and became a fixture in the  1st XV back row
until hanging up his boots at the end of the 1976-1977
season. He was Club Captain 1963-1964 and 1967-
1969 and has been President since 1995. He
represented Essex on several occasions between
1969 and 1971.

In 1964, he joined the Committee of Essex RFU, then
a sub-county of Eastern Counties RFU and held
various positions before being elected President in
1980-1981. He served as Essex representative on the
Eastern Counties RFU Committee from 1974 to 1978
and remained active on the Essex RFU Committee
until taking up overseas appointments with the
Company as General Manager, first in Nigeria and
then in Scandinavia.

Returning to Essex and retiring from the chemical
industry, he was Chairman of the Eastern England
Region of SportsAid, became a business mentor at
the Princes Trust and took an honours degree in law
at Anglia University.

In July 2003, Essex became a constituent body of the
RFU, at which time Chris rejoined the Committee as
Chairman of Community Rugby, a position he held
until becoming President.

Mike Parnell

Back row Chris Dyer selected for the
front row of Essex rugby

Longevity the hallmark

The School House Association dinner on 15th May
was organised for all boarders and proved
particularly successful. There was still no one

from Hough or Old House and only Godfrey Thomas,
tutor with Dr Brice, represented Otway. Even so, 32 sat
down.  John Norris and John Pluckrose were the
oldest, having joined the School 74 years ago. There
were six School House boys who were all in the house
in 1950: Geoffrey Buckenham, Brian Knight, John
Mudge, David Tee, David Pinkerton and John Chorley
(the Concord pilot).

Godfrey Thomas gave an excellent presidential speech
and promoted the second edition of his book
“Everyone a Hero.” (There are still a few copies left).
Secretary David Tee noted that three housemasters
present – Godfrey Thomas, Terence Best and Bob
Jackson – accounted for 110 years’ teaching at
Brentwood School. They still supported the school in
various ways.

Given David Tee’s full diary as Mayor of Brentwood,
Duncan Naughten was earmarked as the organiser of
the 2011 dinner. His predecessor is sure he will do a
good job. Duncan lives at 2, Carlton Bank, Harpenden,
Hertfordshire. AL5 4SU. His e-mail address is
DGNaughten@aol.com 

Poems from Olly Dow
The fifteen Old Brentwoods who attended the
thirteenth meeting of the Bournemouth Lunch Group
on 13th April 2010 were asked to judge which of two
poems written by Olly Dow (1949-56) which he read at
the lunch was best to submit to a charity poetry
competition in aid of Educating Kenyan Orphans. The
preferred poem called ‘Sally and Jane’ was judged in
the summer by John Hegley, comic Edinburgh fringe
poet. The next luncheon will be on Tuesday 9th
November 2010. Please contact Geoffrey Holland on
01202 385381 or email to gt.holland@ntlworld.com for
further details.

School House

Housemasters three: Bob Jackson, Terry Best, Godfrey
Thomas
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Mamelok ready to help out the
Lord Lieutenant of Essex

Peter Mamelok (1955-61)
was appointed a Deputy
Lieutenant of Essex in July

by the Lord Lieutenant, Lord
Petre. Now 66, Peter will retain
his office until he is 75,
assisting the Lord Lieutenant in
his duties.

According to Wikipedia, these
duties include “representing
the Lord Lieutenant in his or

her absence at local ceremonies and official events,
from opening exhibitions to inductions of vicars.”
Peter understands his schedule will not be extensive
and has yet to include a single vicarial induction.

A member of East House, Peter lived in Ilford during
his schooldays, riding the Eastern National 251 daily.
He spent a year at college studying accountancy, which
he abandoned for the “real thing” as an articled clerk
with a sole practitioner chartered accountancy practice
in the City.

Peter joined Peat Marwick Mitchell (now morphed into
KPMG) in 1968, spent a year in Hong Kong with the
firm in 1974/5, and was appointed partner in 1980. In
the same year, he helped set up and run an office in
Milton Keynes, before returning south in 1988 to run
KPMG’s three offices in East Anglia.

He came back to London for the final stage of his
career in the mid-1990s, running the London training
group, project managing a large internal IT project,
and developing the London-based business unit which
specialised in services to the SME sector.

He retired in 1999 and became involved in a number of
voluntary activities. He and Lord Petre are trustees of the
Essex Heritage Trust. Peter has been a trustee of the
Brentwood Citizens Advice Bureau and of Seafarers UK,
a leading maritime charity, and has served as vice
chairman of Ingatestone and Fryerning Parish Council.
In 2006, he took part in a sponsored walk in Iceland
which raised around £10,000 for the Royal Marsden, in
memory of members of his family and friends. 

Peter is a Freeman of the Worshipful Company of
Coopers, with a view to becoming a liveryman and is a
Freeman of the City of London. He lists golf, bridge,
travel, walking and sailing among his hobbies. He
prefers to indulge the latter “on blue, warm seas, as
crew in other peoples’ expensive yachts, including an
elderly Swan in the Atlantic Rally for Cruisers in 1999.”

Peter and his wife Irene, a former Brentwood Ursuline
pupil, have lived in Ingatestone since 1988. They have
three children, Jane, Stephen and Lucy, and two
grandchildren, the eldest of whom has been through
Brentwood Pre-Prep School and has just started at
Brentwood Prep. Nephew Andrew Mamelok also
attended Brentwood School.

Back to Wikipedia....it appears that Deputy Lieutenants
receive their commissions only when the Lord
Chancellor communicates that the Queen does not
disapprove of the appointment. One must assume by
now that Her Majesty has decided not to take a
negative view of Mr. Mamelok.

What unscheduled chemicals
can do to a swimming pool

Lester Stenner has revealed himself a culprit in
a 1950s prank which was the immediate talk of
the whole school. “Two of us crept out one

night from Mill Hill and put about six bottles of red
ink in the swimming pool.  Hell broke out the next
day when the colour of the pool changed. I
confessed to Mr Shortland and fully expected to be
expelled or severely punished. Believe it or not, he
took me to one side and said, ‘If you don’t tell
anyone, nor will I.’ I couldn’t believe my luck.” (Nor
could any of your contemporaries. Ed.)  
Stenner remains in touch with his partner in crime.
“I speak to him frequently but he doesn’t want his
name mentioned. He was always regarded as a
goody goody at school.”
John Barnes recalls another more concerted
attempt on the integrity of the swimming pool.
“After a night in The Artichoke (it was rumoured),
someone emptied a sack of potassium
permanganate into the swimming pool in the early
hours before Sports Day. Boarders who made early
use of the pool took on a distinctly purple hue
before it was closed and emptied. I had a double
swimming class that morning and remember
spending the whole time sunbathing on the edge of
the pool while Shortie supervised its emptying and
refilling by the local fire brigade to restore it to use
in time for Sports Day.”
As a former solicitor, Barnes wishes to emphasise
that in no way, shape or form could his knowledge
of the incident be construed as giving advice, aid or
comfort to the miscreant or miscreants.

Time to dig up Dirty Dancing

Aten-year time capsule is due to be unearthed
from Mill Hill’s front garden on Saturday,
November 13th. It was buried in 2000 by

senior boarding girls at a spot recently identified.
Some of the girls will be returning to revisit the
contents. Anna Dowuona-Kludze (1996-2002) is the
moving force behind the event. She is liaising with
Nichola Bearman of  Brentwood School’s
marketing department and trawling Facebook to
spread the word among contemporaries about the
“digging up ceremony” due to take place at 12
noon. She is hoping that Mr. and Mrs. Edwards, in
charge at Mill Hill in 2000 will be able to make it.
Anna, head of house in both her lower and upper
sixth years, works for the Financial Ombudsman
Service in Canary Wharf. She explained: “I could
say that the items in the time capsule are a secret
but the truth is we’ve long since forgotten. One
thing’s for certain though. There’s a Dirty Dancing
video in there.” Contact Anna Duwuona-Kludze at
annadowuona_kludze @hotmail.com 

OBs Annual Dinner 2011
The Old Brentwoods School Annual Dinner will
take place on Friday, March 25th at Edinburgh Hall,
Brentwood School. Details available from Tim
Faiers. timfaiers@hotmail.co.uk
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In 43 years at Brentwood School, interrupted only
by war service, Tom Shortland dedicated himself to
expanding the range of sports available to pupils

and to developing the necessary facilities.

Born in Sheffield in 1914, he was a pupil at King
Edward VII School in Sheffield from 1924 – 1933,
gaining the Oxford and Cambridge School Certificate
with credits in English, History and French. He did
exceptionally well in the gymnasium and at various
games. He was mentioned in the 1926 school
magazine as winning the junior cross country and in
1933 the individual fives competition. He played
football for the school as centre forward.

From school, he went to Denmark to Svend Holtz
College to take the English Course of Physical
Education for Men. He spoke very highly of this
course and held Denmark in great affection. The
course completed, he obtained his teaching post at
Brentwood School in 1935, working there until called
up for World War II. 

Tom became an Army Physical Training Corps instructor.
In 1945, he was seconded to the Belgian Army Training
Corps as a technical advisor and was described in a
Tournai newspaper as an exceptional organiser and
"magician" in creating a training ground of great
diversity out of next to nothing. He was demobbed as a

Company Sergeant Major Instructor.

Back at Brentwood School, he introduced many new
sports including volleyball, sailing, archery and
trampolining. He helped found a number of Essex
archery clubs while OBs contributed to the purchase
of the first trampoline. He was an excellent squash
player and coach. He set the wheels in motion for the
first running track with initial work from volunteers.
He was a self-taught skier and the British Team took
him down the Olympic bobsleigh run in Igls. He was
very proud of being Weald housemaster.

It seems most likely that Tom would have
contributed to the design and layout of New Gym,
built in 1938. A footnote in Richard Lewis’s ‘The
History of Brentwood School’ suggests that “the
School Governors’ had in view the erection of a new
Preparatory School, but the Board of Education
stated that a second Gymnasium was more
necessary. The Government were paying greater
attention to physical fitness in view of the condition
of affairs in Europe and to the possibility of war.”

Tom Shortland died in 1978 while still working at
Brentwood School.

Tom’s daughter Jackie Hosick has asked former
pupils to supply memories of their multi-sports
master. These follow over the next few pages.

ʻMAGICIAN  ̓INTRODUCED SPORT AFTER
SPORT AT BRENTWOOD

Stephen Halliday (1954-60) remembers "an
absolutely first-class coach and talent-spotter in a
different league from other PE teachers. He had

been to Svend-Holtz College in Denmark where he had
learned about physiology as well as exercise.
Consequently, he had a far greater understanding of the
human body and how to devise training exercises which
turned good performers into outstanding ones. 

"The teams he took under his wing, notably athletics,
cross-country and gymnastics, defeated others with
insolent ease. At Cambridge, a friend who had been in
the gym team at Bancroft's  told me that Shortie was a
legend there because of the embarrassing superiority of
Brentwood's teams over their's." 

Mike Wiseman (1951-60) does not retain
a particularly high regard for some of the
masters at Brentwood in the 1950s. "I
have always thought in retrospect that a
number bore the scars of the then recent
war. I certainly would not regard
Shortland as part of this group. He was a
stout disciplinarian with an outstanding
sense of loyalty. From my nine years at
Brentwood, he is one of the staff whom I
still regard with warmth. Our present
education system would be in a much

better state if there was more emphasis today on the
qualities he embodied. " 

Shortie appointed Sir Rodger Bell (1951-58) Head of
Weald House. "He was in charge of the cross-country
and athletics teams and I was the school's leading cross-
country runner, setting school records over the mile and
half-mile during my last couple of years. I played for just
about every other House team: football, cricket, rugby,
gym and swimming etc. 

"We saw each other just about every day because of
some House or sporting issue. He was a great support
to me. I left school over 50 years ago and memories of
details are lost. I have a fond memory of Shortie,

dapperly dressed as always, smoking
away as always while he demanded more
physical effort at whatever we were doing
in his gym class or on the field." 

Shortie's strict sense of discipline brought
Jens Roder (1958-65) into conflict with
him from time to time, "as I was
disinclined to follow rules unless they
were properly explained to me. However,
he was entirely fair when meting out any
punishment and he certainly never bore
any ill feelings, his philosophy was that
punishment evened the score. 

Education system would benefit from
Shortie's qualities 

School squash team 1960
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"Shortie was very well respected by the boys, especially
in Weald where he was, I think, successful in creating a
'Weald spirit.' He was not an academic and the fact that
he had such a well founded position in a school that was
quite academically focused shows that he was highly
regarded and that the virtues and values he stood for
were respected." 

Peter Harland (1959-70) regarded Shortie as "a leader we
looked up to. In retrospect, he was a very positive part of
life at Brentwood, constantly supportive but disciplined,
ideal for teenagers. I recall playing rounders once and
completely missing a catch. He looked at me and rather
than dismissing the effort as being pathetic, said 'you
never saw that ball, you know. You really must get your
eyes checked.' This was not said with sarcastic overtones
but did lead to my wearing glasses for short sight, as I
still do. Tom will always have a fond place in my heart,

as his early impact was never less than very positive." 

Shortie gave John Kibble (1949-58) and friends "huge
encouragement in inter-school events as did Brian
Odell. I was never much good in athletics, especially
track event running and cross country but Shortie
encouraged me to learn to high jump – a skill which I
took to first place in the school championships." 

Lester Stenner (1953-1958) admits to having been "very
homesick when first at Brentwood. Mr Shortland
frequently gave me fatherly chats and encouragement.
He was the only master who bothered to visit me when I
was in Brentwood District Hospital for six weeks after I
broke my ~ ankle." Mike Fleming (1953-1958) found
Shortie was "such a good influence, was a very kind man
and is remembered with affection," Roger Quirk (1948-
1959) remembers "a great PE and games instructor.
Although strict, he was very well liked and respected." 

To Mik e Gibson (1949-60), the School House
of 1955 felt “something of a prison” for
most of the week , alleviated by cycling on

Sundays, as a form of healthy exercise. “After a
very ‘repentful’ chapel service each Sunday
morning, a couple of us would cycle down to the
Greyhound at Childerditch for a sinful pint or two
before returning, with healthy appetite, for  lunch.

“One Sunday, I ordered the customary couple of
pints, only to freeze utterly, as a seated figure at
the bar turned with absolute calm to comment
on how thirsty we must be! Mr Shortland then
suggested that the barman serve our pints in the
public bar.  Conversation was a bit  thin, as we
finished our single pints before a rather slower-
than-usual uphill pedal back  to school.

“Not hearing anything from the Headmaster’s
study, we dreaded gym on the Tuesday,
wondering what would be said. We need not have
worried. The secret remained completely safe t ill
we left  school in 1960. At my farewell meeting,
Mr Shortland advised ‘enjoy University and don’t
drink  too much!’  I shall never forget it  as a
lesson in tact, trust and discretion.”

Derek  Turnidge (1947-54) “ f inished up” as
deputy head of Weald House to Brian Lawson.
“Shortie decided the praepostors should write
prayers for house assembly. I st ill have an
inscribed copy of  Shak espeare’s work s,
apparently awarded for my prayer writ ing sk ills.
I was awarded house colours just before I left ,
not for any particular sport but for tak ing part
enthusiastically. I appreciated that.” 

When Rodger Bell (1951-58) was about 15, he
needed a new coat. “Duffle coats with toggles
instead of buttons were all the rage. My mother
made me one out of an old army blank et of my
father’s which she dyed black  to meet school
requirements. When Shortie saw it he lik ed it so
much he ask ed my mother to mak e him one from
a blank et which he provided, which she happily
did. He wore it through every winter at least until
I left school.” 

As a school squash player, Peter Harland (1959-
70) recalls Shortie’s coaching, encouragement
and trips to away matches. “Tom had, to us boys,

cool cars – a silver blue Renault rear engine,
maybe a Dauphine, and a purple Ford Capri, may
be a Mark  2. He would tak e two boys but we had
to sit  in the back  – safer apparently, not that
there were any seat belts. I was once late for
squash practice. Having explained that my delay
was due to my father having been tak en to
hospital with a heart attack . He was lost for
words but was very sympathetic.”

Shortie ensured that those interested in sailing
could have a go at a gravel pit  in Dagenham,
according to Simon Neary (1960-67). “It  says a
great deal for the tolerance of the locals that we
got in and out week  after week  carrying, but not
I think  wearing, our straw boaters. I recall a naval
engagement in which another boat, crewed by
Haywood and, I think , Hodge scored a number of
direct hits with dead fish. The fish were very
dead and very smelly and the journey home by
bus was not pleasant.

“Shortie facilitated construction of the famous land
yacht. The wind strength had to be just right – too
little and it did not move, too much and it turned
over. We felt able to venture onto the First XI
cricket pitch and even spooked Joe Hodgson who
had to break  into a trot to avoid being run down.”

Tim Thresh (1957-1967) is grateful to Shortie in a
roundabout way. Such was his aversion to
gymnastics that he deployed the only non-health
excuse from PE then allowed: a music lesson. Dr
Brice (Head of Music) was very senior in the
teaching staff  hierarchy.  “Shortie, though well
respected, was lower down the rank ings.
Therefore, music trumped PE.  I spent many
happy hours having music lessons. My dislik e of
PE flourishes to this day but so does my love of
music. So Shortie could be said to have made a
serious contribut ion to my cultural
development.“

Robert  Mann (1959-1965) felt  moved to a
Hollywood comparison. "My enduring memory of
Mr Short land is of  a handsome, conf ident ,
somewhat swashbuck ling character; with what
we would now call considerable charisma, being
very similar in appearance and manner to Clark
Gable. (US film star; died 1961. Ed)

Thirsty cyclists, duffle coats and Clark Gable
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Today’s School swimmers enjoy heated facilities inside
the Courage Hall. Such luxury could never have been
imagined by aquatic athletes of the 1950s and 1960s

who flogged their way up, down and across the distinctly
unheated outside pool attached to the Lawrence building.
Under the tutelage of Messrs. Shortland and Odell, they
learned to swim, develop their stroke range and compete. 

To be captain of swimming for three years was an
exceptional sporting achievement for Roy Tiffin (1950-
61). “I was not a very accomplished athlete and certainly
a very poor gymnast. The weekly PT lesson was one of
my worst nightmares. However, Tom Shortland noticed
my ability as a swimmer and encouraged me to

concentrate thereon. He coached me outside school and
gave me the opportunity to compete in the School
swimming team. I was awarded full school colours
while still a junior. When I became a senior, Tom
Shortland made me captain of swimming. With
another three years to go at school, I was captain for
much longer than usual. 

“This put me in a leadership position at an early age.
Eventually, I became Head of School. I attribute
much of my success at School to Shortie who gave
me the confidence as a leader.”

Jens Roder (1958-65) was in the swimming team –
breaststroke and butterfly – coached by Shortie for
three years. “He was a good coach and seemed
genuinely pleased when we managed to improve on
our times although the facilities were somewhat
limited, with just the outside pool. We could only
train in the summer and struggled when competing
in some larger events.”

Shortie was Lester Stenner’s (1953-58) PE teacher
from 2B to General V.  “I was quite a good swimmer
and he encouraged me to improve, enabling me to
come second in the diving competition, and win the
junior 50 yards breaststroke. “   

The annual initial foray into the School’s outdoor
swimming pool was chillingly recalled by several whose
teeth must have chattered as they tapped out their emails. 

David Wakeling (1959-70) referred to “the ice bath or
outdoor unheated swimming pool. The class would line

up alongside and, on a blast from Shortie’s whistle, we
would dive, jump or fall in and swim two widths before
hauling ourselves out into the fresh April air.  The
slowest was often punished by being allowed to freeze
dry for the rest of the lesson.”

Roger Quirk (1948-59) endorsed Wakeling’s
reservations. “How painful an experience it was to go
swimming in the Easter Term when often we had to
break a thin layer of ice from the outside swimming pool
by being lined up along the side and being gently
pushed in from behind.”

Being “forced to swim in the outside pool as soon as the
temperature rose to a tepid 50 degrees (F),” enabled
John Warren (1947-57) “to brag to my own children
and grandchildren about how tough I had to be
when I was at school”.

However, Phil Smith (1965-71) did “detect some
sympathy for those of us whom he required to do
icebreaking duties in the open air pool.”  (Really? Ed.)

For Tony Wadsworth (1949-60), his worst memory
at School was “having to jump off the top board in
the perishing cold.  I dreaded this. As I was head
boy, all the others revelled in my discomfort!  I now
realise that Shortie was bringing me back to earth
with a splash!”

Fraser Bridges recalls Shortie holding a long pole in
front of pupils learning to swim......”but the pole
was always three feet out of reach.”

Swimming the length of the bath, “30 yards in old
money,” remains fresh in the memory of Robert
Hadland. “The important thing was that you had to

jump in the water at the deep end as part of the test –
and that I found most frightening. After that first
attempt, the terror was never as great.”

Hadland claims to have a certificate for “swimming the
length.” When challenged by the editor to produce it,
however, he could not.

A great coach, once you’d broken the ice

Christopher Dickson, who supplied this photograph, is pictured 
immediately in front of Tom Shortland with the 1959 or 1960 
School swimming team

John Ingram (top left), who supplied this photograph and Tom
Shortland with a School swimming team from the late 1960s
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Tom Shortland’s training at Svend Holtz College at
Fredensborg, Denmark and his knowledge of
physiology enabled him to take a thoughtful and

constructive approach to gymnastics in pursuit of physical
fitness among his charges. This is the verdict of several Old
Brentwoods who benefitted, enjoyed and occasionally
endured his ministrations.

John Kibble (1949-58) was an enthusiast. “Luckily, I
enjoyed gymnastics and was actually quite good and
became school gymnastics team captain. I led the team
to fourth  in the Southern School championships. Steve
Cox, a really brilliant individual performer, came second
individually while I managed only tenth.

“Some Summer gym lessons were held on the grass
rectangle outside the New Gym, surrounded by tall iron
railings and in view of the local pub frequented by some
of the Brentwood masters. Girls from Brentwood High
school would occasionally come for a gawp at half
naked muscular young blokes exercising their best
muscles.”

Anthony Kenney (1954-60) remembered being
“absolutely knackered after the first gym session of each
term when we were all out of condition. i have a vague
recollection of the instruction ‘Hanging by your big toes
from the top wall bar. . . . . . go.’  I remember lying on my
back with both legs in the air and my six pack aching
while he instructed ‘90 degrees, 45 degrees, 15 degrees,
60 degrees’. He was a great guy and certainly kept us fit.”

Barrie Hoar (1949-58) had been captain of the Prep
school gym team and was taken in hand by Shortie on
arrival in the senior school as a ‘model’ gymnast.

“Shortie was an excellent gym teacher. At the beginning
of each term everybody would go through a set of
exercises designed to get you fit again. He was quite laid
back. His office above the gym was where he ran the
best gym and squash courts in the public school system.
No one would disagree with that. If his fitness regime
was brought back into schools today, it would certainly
make many people sit up. I still do some of his simple
exercises in the morning.”

However, after a year or two, the youthful Hoar came
under other influences. “At that age, one tends to know
best and I became more interested in cricket and golf. I
started to skip gym classes in the 5th and 6th forms. It
did not seem to worry Shortie and he never reported me
to Joe Hodgson, my Mill Hill housemaster. It was the
first time I saw at first hand inter-master rivalry and a
sort of class distinction – gym v intellectual!”

Steve Peck (1959-67) remembers a desperate variation
to the ten basic exercises annual test. “There was one I
just could not do – try and try again as I might so Mr
Shortland added an extra exercise he thought that I
could do: walk on hands for ten yards. I struggled. He
allowed me many attempts while the rest of the class sat
in silence. With perspiration streaming, I eventually
managed the ten yards before I collapsed in a heap.

Pirates clue to how boys
would turn out

Roger Quirk  (1948-59) retains fond memories
of  ”Pirates” in the New Gym. “The class had
to avoid capture by the nominated pirate by
jumping onto the equipment on the f loor and
on the walls while avoiding putt ing a foot  on
the ground. I am sure this helped us k eep f it
and agile.”  Steve Peck  always look ed forward
to Pirates. “All the boys loved that , as we
leaped around from vault ing horse to wall
bars to ropes lik e Tarzan of  the Apes, t rying to
avoid being tagged.”

Phil Smith (1965 -71 ) noted Short land’s
“insightful observat ions about the way boys
played the game. Inevitably, there would be
M25 scale hold ups on the c limbing bars
result ing in those at  the back  of  the scrum
being caught by the pirate. Mr Short land
maintained he could see how a boy would
turn out  in later life by the way he played. One
could either wait  in line and be caught or one
could c limb over those in the way, sacrif ic ing
them to the f loor if  necessary, in the hope of
winning. My impression was that  he favoured
the lat ter course which, though probably
‘polit ically incorrect ’ now, was pretty much in
line with the School’s ‘survival of  the f it test ’
ethos.”

Saving the School a fortune in
the New Gym

Robert  Hadland (1947-57)  believes Short land
was responsible for the specif icat ion of  the
“New” Gym a lit t le before or af ter World War
II. “NOBODY was permitted to wear shoes on
its surface. He made sure it  remained in
immaculate condit ion during the whole of  his
t ime at  the School. Old curtain fabric  was
placed on the f loor for the plat form party on
high days and holidays. He must  have saved
the School a fortune in maintenance and
repair bills by his careful stewardship of  the
facility.”

In 2009, Hadland found the height  measuring
st ick  st ill in place in the New Gym. “Each
term, pupils were weighed and measured for
their school reports. Weighing took  place on a
set  of  scales with a balance, rather lik e the
apparatus used by boxers. You faced Short ie,
while he manoeuvred the device to show the
correct  weight . 

“One term he made everybody turn their
back s while being weighed. He explained: 

‘At  the start  of  every term I get  a cough and a
cold. I’ve work ed out  that  I pick  up germs
from boys facing me and breathing over me
while they are standing on these scales.’ The
new regime solved the problem.”

Loyalty, teamwork and motivating teenage boys
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“Amid cheers from the class, Mr Shortland ceremonially
awarded me 100% for gymnastics with a beaming smile
and wrote it in his book. That inspired pride in myself
and a sense of achievement, and was one of my
happiest school memories.”

At a lesson around 1959, Peter Spurging (1955-62) lined
up with others to run up and vault over the horse.  “A
distressing number failed to clear it.  Shortie
disappeared to the back of the gym and emerged with a
very whippy cane.  He administered loud, sharp thwacks
to the leather of the vaulting horse, standing beside it,
cane in hand.   Surprise, surprise. Every boy cleared the
horse effortlessly. Shortie returned the cane, unused, to
the back of the gym.  He had mastered the art of
psychological motivation of teenage boys.”

Nevertheless, corporal punishment was part of the
Shortland armoury. John Kibble was a beneficiary of a
very bendy gym shoe which was well used to keep
order. ”During my first visit to the Old Gym. Shortie
made it very clear that the bendy slipper did exist.  At
the end of each term, any boy who had  “missed out”
on Bendy during the term was given the treatment on
the last lesson just in case Shortie had not noticed a
misdemeanour!” 

Kibble remembers the long journeys the gym team
made to challenge other schools in the South East.
“There was always a sing song on the return coach trip.
The boys would render one song – The Quartermaster’s
Stores – that included cryptic comments about various
Brentwood masters and mistresses. Shortie always
joined in and was most enthusiastic when his personal
comments were sung.”

David Shute (1948-53) probably owes his neck to Tom
Shortland who taught him to fall properly. “Years after

leaving School, on my way to lunch in a Birmingham
department store, I went head over heels down a
staircase which was, happily, carpeted. Due to the
training from Mr S, I picked myself up and said to my
secretary, who was standing agog, ‘No problem. Shall
we go into lunch?’ “

Jeremy Payne (1957-64) acknowledges that Shortie
taught him the importance and value of team working
and loyalty, “not overtly but by acknowledgment and
reward. As a third former, I was picked for the School’s
gymnastics team competing at the London YMCA.
Practice and rehearsal was to be the day following our
return to school after the summer holidays which my
brothers and I spent in Gibraltar where father was based
as a Royal Navy commander. 

“Unfortunately, I discovered I would be returning to
school a day late and would miss the practice session. I
wrote to Mr Shortland accordingly. Three days after
getting back to school, my form queued up outside the
New Gym. I huddled well at the back to keep a low
profile. Emerging from the gym, Shortie searched the
line and pulled me out. He announced: ‘This is a boy
who knows the importance of loyalty.’ That has stuck
with me all my life, confirming the team player in me
which subsequently served me well in my career. In the
sixth form, I became captain of school gymnastics and
often wonder how much that appointment was down to
the letter I wrote several years before.”

Jeremy’s gym team spent many summer Saturdays at
garden fetes. “Often we would be follow the Dagenham
Girl Pipers which we liked. What we didn’t like at all was
running out to do our bit after the cattle had been
paraded. Sometimes this meant handspringing over
cowpats and, horror of horrors, being faced with a large
wet patch as the team crouched for headstands! I think
perhaps Shortie enjoyed our discomfort.”

The School Gymnastics team 1959: left to right (back row) Clark,
Wackett, Mills, Harris, Clark, Rochefort, Wilkinson, Shortie. (middle
row) Sadler, Sutton, Metcalfe, Cox, Sutton, Jones, Johnson (front
row) Cox, Perry, Hooper, Rowe, Wheely

Weald House gym team 1959/60. Left to right  (back row): Carey, Rowe,
King, Pitwood, Clark, Shortie(front row): Clark, Sutton, Clements

Take a ball, take a bow, take a bow: basket ball and archery introduced
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Former Ford Motor Company public relations
executive Jimmy Graham (1942-48) never
imagined that his involvement in a 1960s car

promotion scheme with celebrit ies would lead to
his managing a team in the North American
Soccer League.

A keen footballer himself, Jimmy developed a
friendship with one of the beneficiaries of the car
promotion, a certain Mr. Jimmy Greaves. A member of
Alf Ramsey’s 1966 World Cup squad, Greaves’ playing
career ended with Chelmsford City and Brentwood
Town. Along the way, he carried out various
advertising and promotional work for Ford in the UK.
In Greavesie’s company, Jimmy built up a wide range
of football contacts and developed his squash skills.

On the other side of the Atlantic, Ford showed their
interest in the marketing aspects of soccer by financing
the Detroit Cougars in the North American Soccer
League. They appointed a general manager called W.
Emmett Simms, an ex-Ford dealer in Detroit who knew
nothing about soccer. So they sent him to England to
learn.

As Jimmy Graham’s foothold in the soccer world had
been noted by his employers, he was asked to set up a
six-week programme for Mr. Simms, using Greavesie’s
contacts. There were meetings with Sir Stanley Rous,
Bobby Moore and Joe Mercer, and visits to Manchester
City and West Ham.

Simms must have reported favourably to his US
masters as William Clay Ford, a director of the Detroit
Cougars, requested Jimmy’s services Stateside to
manage the Ford involvement.

Having thoughtfully secured a promise that a job back
in the UK would be kept open for him, Jimmy accepted
the challenge.

His first task was to get together coaches and players.
Recruits included West Ham goalkeeper Jim Standen,
Len Julians and Bryan Snowdon from Millwall and
Andy Burgin from Sheffield Wednesday. Julians was
hired as coach with Roy Dwight as his assistant. (The
latter is remembered for breaking his leg in the 1959
cup final with Nottingham Forest and for his nephew
Reg, who sings and plays the piano under a
pseudonym, not least at Royal funerals).

Jimmy had a brush with Rotherham manager Tommy
Docherty who wanted to keep Andy Burgin at the
Yorkshire club where he had been training. “Docherty
was terrible on the phone to me so I took Burgin
away.”

Duly assembled, the 1968 Detroit Cougars squad of
British and European players attended training camps
in Jamaica and Haiti and played build-up matches
before mounting the American stage. Early successes
included six-goal thrashings of the Toronto Falcons
and Dallas Tornado.

Jimmy was mainly concerned with the admin while
Len Julians covered training programmes and team
selection. Jimmy got involved with local broadcasting,
memorising novel terminology, such as calling
goalkeepers net minders. He arranged soccer clinics,
conducted by his players, at Detroit schools. He
understands some schools are still playing the game.

Back at the business end, form deserted the injury-hit
Cougars who failed to win for 13 games in a row.
Despite the best efforts of American marketing, crowds
were generally very low, averaging just over 4,000 in
stadia designed for many times that number.

Friendship with Jimmy Greaves led to the
Detroit Cougars and a close up of Pele

Mr Knowall did not impress
his sergeant

Jimmy Graham was a steady rather than a
spectacular soccer player for the School and for
the Old Brentwoods, turning out progressively
from the Seconds to the Fifths. During World War
II, the 13-year-old and his bicycle were recruited by
the Home Guard to convey messages to key units
around Brentwood.

After school, he did national service with the
Seaforth Highlanders, based at Fort George,
Invernesshire. For sporting his Cert A badge on his
uniform, he was dubbed ‘Mr Knowall’ by an
unconvinced drill sergeant.

Jimmy joined Ford in 1952, spending his entire 39-
year career with the company. He has been
married to Jacqueline for 55 years. They have a
son James and a daughter Jacey.

Forty years ago. Jimmy Graham (far right) with Len
Julians (left), Roy Dwight, Elise and Jim Standen
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“The American approach to football hardly savoured
of a deep appreciation of the game. There were
suggestions that goals should be widened and
heightened to suit the sports spectators’ broad
requirement for high scoring. Some wanted to prolong
parts of the game, such as throw ins, so that watchers
would focus on the advertisements just behind them.”

Their penultimate game was at the Yankee Stadium,
New York as a warm-up before the Santos v. Benfica
match, with the likes of Pele, Eusebio, Edu, Carlos
Alberto and Simoes strutting their stuff. 

Jimmy recalls: “we had to share the same dressing
room as the Brazilian team. I watched Pele getting
ready. He was having people putting on his socks and
tying up his boots. I had never seen a footballer being
treated like that. It was incredible.”

With a record of six wins, four draws, 21 defeats and one
match not even played, the Cougars’ losses built up to
around $1million. However, other clubs were undergoing
similar financial experiences. Once some started to fold,
there was a domino effect: less clubs equalled less
matches equalled less income equalled more clubs
folding. The cumulative effect called time on the Cougars.

Jimmy returned to Ford UK and to Upminster. He
worked mainly for the Ford family until he retired in
1991. The founder’s grandson, Henry Ford II, had a
house at Henley where Jimmy looked after the
property and the staff.

More than 40 years on, Jimmy reflected: “If there was one
thing I liked more in life than motor cars it was football.
When the Detroit job came along, it was fantastic. I loved
it. I wouldn’t have missed it for the world.”

Ex-naval officer buoyant and optimistic
about Brentwood School

David Templeman (1960-65) enjoyed a 23-
year career in the Royal Navy and an 18-
year st int  in telecommunicat ions. A former

squash and swimming champion who
commanded his own ship, he feels Brentwood
schoolboys of  his t ime lived in a “golden
generat ion.

“Looking back through
my telescope, being a
boarder in the 1960s
made the transition to
the Royal Navy easy.
Bottom of the pile in
Modern III was tough,
whereas being higher
in the pile is both
challenging and
exhilarating and so I
found throughout two
careers. I avoided wars
and helped build things
but cannot understand
how my generation
was asleep on watch
and failed to see the
financial crisis coming.

“Virtue, Learning, Manners still matter, especially in
the current world of business and commerce. My most
rewarding jobs involved training and passing on
experience to the next generation. I slipped back for a
look round Brentwood School a couple of years ago
and have been to the occasional CCF military dinner. I
talked to the people there and returned home from
Brentwood buoyant and optimistic.”

David and his brother Christopher followed their father
to Brentwood. Bernard Templeman was head of Old
House in the 1930s and played cricket for the1st XI. He
left school in 1938 to join the Royal Artillery, fighting
through World War II and Korea. Christopher and
David both entered Brentwood in Spring 1960,
Christopher as a second form boarder in Barnards and

David as a third former in School House. 

David made a substantial mark at the School. He
excelled at football, squash and swimming (full
colours). The footballer played for Public Schools v.
Grammar Schools and was selected for England
schoolboy trials in 1965. The swimmer represented
Suffolk County and Midland District and was Suffolk

Junior breast stroke
champion 1961 and
1962. The squash
player was school
champion and captain
in 1964-65.  

“Swimming successes
were a result of that
very painful process of
swimming daily, sun or
rain, in a small, cold
outdoor pool under the
watchful eye of Mr
Shortland. Squash was
a different challenge
and, despite Mr.
Shortland’s coaching

and several broken
racquets, I never managed to beat Mr.Robinson, an OB
and my A level physics teacher.”

In 1963, David gained his gliding licence and the
following year was awarded a flying scholarship and
private pilot’s licence. In his final year, he was head of
School House and the RAF section. “When I left, I gave
my tuck box to my fag. However, I wish I still had my
boater, held together by sellotape, which long since fell
apart.”

He entered Britannia Royal Naval College, Dartmouth
as a Seaman Officer in September 1965, passing out as
a Sub-Lieutenant in 1967. While at Dartmouth, he
returned to Brentwood for the annual CCF inspection.
David and fellow OB Keith Filbey, later to become an
air vice-marshal, addressed the cadets.

David Templeman sailing under
Sydney Harbour bridge in 2007.
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He qualified as a ship's diving officer in 1970, “mainly
for the two shillings a day it paid me and the
knowledge that diving on a ship's bottom in Plymouth
Dockyard in the depth of winter held no fear after
Brentwood’s icy pool.”

David served as a midshipman on HMS Cleopatra,
diving officer on Jupiter, navigating officer on
Mohawk, Squadron & Operations Officer on Ajax,
Galatea and Ashanti. He was First Lieutenant on
Broadsword and Upton. His career took him round the
world and encompassed boarding ships in the
“Troubles,” ducking hurricanes and providing disaster
relief in the West Indies, standing watch under the
Northern Lights and observing penguins in South
Georgia. David was Divisional Officer at BRNC
Dartmouth during the Falklands War and commanded
HMS Sentinel in the Falklands before paying her and
himself off in 1988 as a lieutenant commander. 

Sport continued to play a major part in David’s early
naval life. In 1967, he won the 2nd Destroyer Squadron
Far East Fleet 100 metres breast stroke in Singapore
and the Royal Navy Plymouth Command squash
championships. He captained the BRNC Dartmouth
Squash Team 1968-69.

“As number one string, I made a habit of losing, once
against Jahangir Khan, then a 14-year-old Millfield

pupil, who went on to become Open Champion and
again against Jonah Barrington, also an Open
Champion.” Back at Dartmouth as Divisional Officer
(1981-83), he coached the squash team. The staff
played the Devon Ladies every year, with David facing
the number one string who was also the England
number one. “This last defeat marked the end of a
playing career which started under Mr Shortland.”

In 1988, David joined Racal Milgo as a
telecommunications engineer and salesman. “It was
my first job in the civilian world in a technology I knew
nothing about.” Over the next 18 years, he helped
manage Racal’s Channel Tunnel logistics (aided by Bob
Jackson’s French lessons), merged a unionised British
Rail Telecom into Racal, launched Vodaphone’s 3G
mobile telecommunications and helped define their
strategy.

David married Jennifer Richards in1973; daughters
Clare and Lesley followed in 1976 and 1979
respectively. Since his retirement in 2006, David
“enjoys theatre, good food,  digging the garden,
mowing the croquet lawn and sailing friends’ yachts,
plus the odd bit of travel to far away places.” These
places recently included the USA, Nova Scotia and
India. In October, David and Jenny have visited Hong
Kong for Trafalgar Night and Sydney for the 45th
reunion of joining BRNC.

The past decade has “not been a great one for
education,” according to Brentwood School
Headmaster Ian Davies. “Since 1997, this

Government has spent more than £100 billion extra in
schools to little effect.”

In the past ten years, there had been six Secretaries of
State for Education but the period had been marked by
“the legacy of incoherent Government policy and a
lack of joined up thinking.” 

Mr. Davies expressed his forthright views at the Old
Brentwoods Society’s annual dinner at the Edinburgh
Hall in March. His remarks, therefore, referred to the
administration which preceded the present one. He
explained that he had been a headmaster, first at St.
Dunstan’s College since 1998 and at Brentwood since
2004. Throughout that time, there had been a Labour
Government.

In 2000, A levels were reformed to make them more
accessible.  In 2002, the failure to pilot properly the A2-
– the second year of the new A level programme –
resulted in an unprecedented improvement in grades.
“However, the amount you have to do to get each
grade has certainly gone down. Those who received a
B at A level in 1997 would today be awarded an A.”

Mr Davies cited doubts about standards expressed by
a very senior figure in education and two captains of
industry.

Sir Mike Tomlinson, former Chief Inspector of Schools:
‘It is reasonable for employers to assume that if you
get Grades A to C in GCSE Maths you have a grasp of
basic, functional skills.  That is not an assurance I could
give.’

ASDA CEO Andy Clark: ‘No one can deny that Britain
has formed a generation of young people who struggle
to read, write or do simple Mathematics.’

Tesco Chief  Executive Sir Terry Leahy: ‘Employers are
left to pick up the pieces when school leavers enter
jobs with a woefully low level of education.’

Despite these comments, the response of the
Department for Children, Schools and Families has
been quite simply that ‘standards have never been
higher in our secondary schools.’

“At the end of this decade,” resumed Mr. Davies, “half
the pupils in this country will leave school with fewer
than five A* to C GCSEs. More than one in four
secondary schools is unable to offer A level Physics
because of a shortage of teachers. Professor Peter
Main, of the Institute of Physics, has linked the decline
in the number of pupils studying A level Physics with
the introduction of GCSE Science exams. These have
been criticised as being too easy.”

Brentwood School had introduced the International
GCSE in Science last year because “we were horrified

Unprecedented and subtle attack on
higher education over ten years

Annual Dinner



Bob Neill MP, President David Oldham and
Headmaster Ian Davies compare their speeches....

.... which go down well with Paul
Wilkins and Andrew Hargreaves

Musical trio. John Moore-
Bridger, David Pickthall and
Ryan Sees

David Taylor leads and David Pickthall provides the backing as a School
choir Ride sonorously by Land and melodically by Sea

Colin Finch and Keith Boon
get help with the cheese and
grapes

Steve Gorrod totals up
the gratuities prior to
distribution

Two young roses stand out
from the thorns
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at the dumbing down of the new Science GCSE. We
thought the IGCSE would provide a better preparation
for sixth form Science than the GCSE, given that about
50 per cent of our pupils study Science at A level.”  

Mr. Davies then turned to higher education. “The
Government  published a target of 50 per cent of
young people to be in higher education but without a
commensurate guarantee of increased funding.
Tuition fees were introduced, justified by the rhetoric
of the ‘lifetime earnings premium’ achieved by
graduates.

“Young people bought into this rhetoric without
realising that although all degrees are supposed to be
equal, some are clearly more equal than others. Not
every degree from every higher education institution
guarantees riches.

“Having accrued debts on average of £23,000 per
graduate, summer 2009 delivered these graduates into
the middle of a recession and a dearth of graduate
level employment opportunities.

“In the same year, the latest and largest generation of
school leavers applied to university only to find that a
cash strapped government has capped the number of
places available and threatened universities with
financial penalties for exceeding their recruitment
targets.”

Independent education had endured “an
unprecedented and subtle attack” over the past ten
years, continued Mr. Davies. “This has been done by
imposing new regulatory requirements and
manipulating league tables to try to ensure that
schools in the state sector are seen to do better (which,
of course, they don’t) and by attacking charitable
status.

“This government has resorted to an Orwellian re-
definition of language.  First, this applied to
universities: when is a university not a university? Now
the government has introduced ‘independent’ schools
which are not independent.  It’s worth reminding
ourselves that the opposite of ‘independent’ is not
state but ‘dependent.’ 

“The highjacking of the term ‘independent’ to describe
academies as independent state schools is semantic
nonsense.  Academies are dependent on a government
which has not hesitated to intervene to prevent them and
other state schools from following schools like
Brentwood towards the IGCSE.  Maintained schools are
not allowed to offer IGCSEs.”  (The Coalition Government
now allows maintained schools to teach IGCSEs).

“One of the many advantages of independence is that
it leaves it up to us to define what we consider to be
the mark of a well educated human being. It was this
question which led Brentwood to introduce the
International Baccalaureate three years ago.”

Mr. Davies said Brentwood School had achieved a
great deal in recent years, building on the great work
of former headmaster John Kelsall. “The last six years
has seen an explosion of choices and opportunities for
pupils. Curriculum modernisation, with the
introduction of the International Baccalaureate, IGCSE,

Critical Thinking and the European Computer Driving
Licence, has been high on our agenda.” 

It was not unusual to see over 400 pupils at the School
on a Saturday involved in a variety of activities. Boys
played football and rugby at a high level.  In March, the
U15 Rugby team won the Essex Cup, the U15 soccer
team became national champions and the School won
the Public Schools Fencing title for the third
consecutive year. The junior girls athletics team came
third in the national finals last summer and a
Brentwood pupil topped last season’s Wisden
schoolboy batting averages.

Girls had been integrated into the mainstream life of
the school and were making a powerful impression in
the classroom, sport, music, drama and dance. The
School was more firmly integrated into the life of the
local Brentwood community than ever, enjoying a
healthy, productive relationship with local
government, churches, sporting and cultural groups.

About 200 pupils went in for the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award Scheme annually at Gold, Silver and Bronze
levels. The CCF remained the largest optional cadet
force in the country. “Old Brentwoods who joined us in
Ypres will be very aware of the large part the CCF plays
in the development of our pupils.”

Sixteen pupils competed in the Model United Nations
Programme at Haileybury in March. “We excel in
debating and public speaking teams and pupils are
involved in a wide range of other academic societies.”

Mr. Davies was particularly keen on the continued
development of the School’s bursary scheme which
“has enabled bright, deserving, local boys and girls to
benefit from a Brentwood education. The number of
bursaries grows every year and I have been staggered
at the generosity of Old Brentwoods and former staff
who have given so willingly to it.

“Expressions of surprise, hope and gratitude from
parents of children who have done well in our entrance
examination and have applied for bursaries but who
never expected to be able to afford a Brentwood
School education has been one of the most
exhilarating aspects of my teaching career.”  Support
to develop bursary funds remained very welcome.

There remained much more to do, adding to already
outstanding facilities as evidenced by three building
sites around the School. Further plans were under
consideration to ensure a culture of continuous
improvement.

“This is sometimes difficult, especially if you are
already performing at a high level. It takes as much
energy to stay on top as it does to get there, and the
inspirational leadership of our teachers is at the heart
of the success of our pupils.”

Mr. Davies was responding to the toast of Floreat
Domus Brentwoodiensis, proposed by Society
President David Oldham. The Society of Old
Brentwoods was proposed by Robert Neill, Member of
Parliament and Barrister at Law. Mr. Neill was
appointed Parliamentary Under Secretary for
Communities and Local Government in May.



Brentwood School’s careers evening in March
comprised 100 stands, providing a tremendous
range of choices for hundreds of fifth and sixth

formers and their supporting parents.

Some 24 universities and colleges proclaimed their
attractions while three others offered careers advice.
Ten outfits offered constructive and mainly overseas
ways of filling in the gap year prior to undertaking
tertiary education. Eighteen stands spanned the
medical spectrum, embracing general practice,
surgery, radiography, chiropractice, dentistry,
optometry, physiotherapy, psychology and veterinary
science.

Banking, accountancy and the law were featured on 16
stands, industry and chemistry on seven, and
information technology, the armed forces and property
on three each. Also featured were computer
programming, local government, the church, hair &
beauty, hospitality, media and publishing, the police,
sales and teaching. One-third of the stands were
manned by Old Brentwoods.

Head of Careers Ken Cooper commented: “We were
very busy again this year, dealing with a substantial
proportion of the 160 or so pupils in each year and their

parents. We have had more universities in the last two
years which I am particularly pleased about because
they have their own internal rating systems for such
events. This dictates whether they attend in future.

“The marketing department’s Nichola Bearman has
special responsibility for co-ordinating with Old
Brentwoods and encouraging them to attend.  She has
worked hard to raise the profile of the event with them,
which is reflected in over 30 actively offering advice
and help.”

Old Brentwoods man
one third of stands

Careers

Alex Rigler, Isabella Valentini
and Liam Taylor contemplate
their careers

Ex-housemasters still 
advising pupils

Former Brentwood housemasters
Bob Jackson (left) and Godfrey
Thomas, pictured at the School’s

careers evening. Both were representing
Cambridge Occupational Analysts, an
international company providing careers
advice in schools. Their programmes
encompass tests and interviews for fifth
and sixth formers which in turn produce
detailed reports to help pupils select the
best possible A level and university
courses. “With 55,000 courses on offer
at 300 universities, the youngsters
certainly need guidance,” says Godfrey
Thomas. The pair give talks on course
and university choice across East Anglia
and the South East.
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Speech Day

Encouraging pupils to develop their 
critical faculties

Brentwood School remained deliberately attached to a
holistic view of education, keeping firmly in mind the
vision of what it is to be a well educated human being.

This meant encouraging “our pupils to strive for excellence
in all aspects of school life, making sure that everyone has the
opportunity to make the right choices and to shine in any
way he or she can.

“Clearly, the choices we all make, or have made, as
individuals or as a society have consequences.  We must
all take responsibility for the consequences of our
choices and all our actions.  Nowhere is this more
evident than in school, where genuine and life-changing
choices first take place.”

Headmaster Ian Davies told parents and prizewinners at
Speech Day on June 26th: “Pupils at this school are
fortunate to have such a wide range of choices and
opportunities both in the courses on offer in the
classroom and the extra-curricular activities available to
them. They are very carefully guided in all their
curriculum choices. We are proud of our
comprehensive guidance programme to
assist our students to find the right courses
in good universities.”

Virtually all pupils proceeded to their
first choice university to study their
first choice course. 

The annual careers convention helped
in this process with Old Brentwoods
and the parents and Friends of
Brentwood School participating and
assisting with other university entry
procedures.

Mr. Davies explained that great care was given
to what the School taught and how it went about it.

Last year, the International GCSE in Science had been
introduced. Following an 18-month consultation about
the curriculum, the School had moved to a 10-day
timetable, with six 55-minute lessons every day.  This
facilitated the introduction of a creative and critical
thinking course in the first year to encourage pupils to
develop their critical faculties and their ability to
research more independently. The impact on
performance in other subjects was expected to be
profound and would release more time for first year
pupils to develop their computing skills which, again,
would benefit them in other subjects.

“The school has enjoyed an outstanding year, the result
of our determination to aim for excellence in all aspects
of school life, and to work as a team to ensure success.”   

In Summer 2009, over 70 per cent of A level grades
were A or B with 92 per cent A to C. Some 53 per cent
of GCSE grades were A* or A.  Last September, seven
students – five A level and two from the first
International Baccalaureate cohort – took up places at
Oxford or Cambridge.

The first year of International Baccalaureate results

placed Brentwood as the leading IB school in Essex, and
23rd in the country, based on the Financial Times
League Table. “It is very much to the advantage of every
school and its pupils to offer a choice of rigorous
academic courses in the sixth form. The International
Baccalaureate has undoubtedly enhanced the academic
profile of this school.”

Brentwood School pupils continued their tradition of
success on the national stage. The Under 15 Soccer team
won the National Independent Schools Cup. The fencers
once again won the Public Schools Fencing Competition.
The Junior Girls’ Athletics team came third in the
national finals in Summer 2009.  Two cricketers were
selected for the England Under 15 team. First XI Captain
Aaron West led the Wisden schoolboy batting averages
and had been selected to play for Essex.

Joby Quinn played in the Independent Schools U18
team.  Jaspar Read featured in the Under 16s while
Austin Lipman was the player of the year in the

National U14 side. The U12 soccer team won the
Essex Cup. The U12 and U14 netball teams

and the U15 rugby team matched this
achievement.

The Big Band, orchestras and choirs had
continued to excel. However, continued
Mr. Davies, “the involvement of 600
pupils in our House music competition
gets us closer to the truth that music is
woven inextricably throughout the heart

of Brentwood School.” Nine pupils
achieved distinction at Grade 8 and 17 at

Grade 7. This year, the Department had
enjoyed a tour to Italy. The Speech Day prom

concert remained the musical highlight of the
year.

Mr Jones’ production of “She Stoops to Conquer” was
excellent entertainment and Miss West’s “Romeo and
Juliet” enabled over 60 younger pupils to participate in
an innovative and original production, which combined
drama, music and movement. Mr Cleaves produced an
excellent production of “The Fantastic Mr Fox,” a very
rewarding experience for the large cast and great fun for
the audience. Dance was thriving with an academy
session every evening and Saturday mornings.

Pupils Sam Haskell and Ryan Barrell had produced and
directed a superb film about the life of a disabled man.
The film showed great technical expertise, sensitivity,
creativity and humanity and further enhanced
understanding of the needs of disabled people.

Several excellent high profile speakers gave lectures to
the Sir Antony Browne Society.  A junior branch of the
Society was thriving. During the last year, pupils had
enjoyed trips to France, Italy, Germany, Spain, Iceland,
Holland and Portugal. Similar visits, plus a cricket tour to
Antigua and a Wildernesse Trust trip to South Africa,
were planned for next year.  Weald House’s links with
the Nandavu Community School in Ghana were being
carefully nurtured.  
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Mr. Davies reminded his audience of key foundation
stones essential to education at Brentwood School.
“Pupils are maintaining and developing our reputation
for playing all these games in the right spirit. That
extended to over 400 boys and girls enjoying
competitive sport against other schools on most
Saturdays throughout the year.

“Involvement in these activities leads to a sense of the
importance of being part of a team, gives pupils the
opportunity to develop the leadership and people skills
that will remain with them for the rest of their lives and
helps them to understand the importance of self-
discipline and commitment.”

An extension to the Sports Centre was recently opened
by the town’s Old Brentwood Mayor David Tee.

House events provided healthy competition for most
pupils through sports day, house music, chess, bridge,
table tennis and cross country. Pupils benefited from
involvement and participation and had a lot of fun in
the process.  The house Super Chef competition
elicited a terrifically enthusiastic response from senior
staff and pupils.

Brentwood School’s two boarding houses – Hough and
Mill Hill – were inspected this year by Ofsted, who rated
them “outstanding” in every category. “This is a most
unusual accolade for any school,” said Mr. Davies. “Mr
and Mrs Rees and Mr and Mrs Shipway, our boarding
housemasters and mistresses and all their supporting
staff can be very proud of this achievement.”

All pupils were involved in service schemes with the
Combined Cadet Force leading the way. At 520 cadets,
Brentwood possessed the largest CCF in the country.
The visit to Ypres last October to unveil a memorial
plaque to former pupils who lost their lives in various
conflicts was memorable and moving. At the Menin
Gate, the School’s three senior cadets laid wreaths “with
great dignity and pride.” The CCF marched proudly on
Remembrance Day as Brentwood paid its respects to all
who had fallen in battle. The Community Service unit’s
many activities included horse riding for the disabled,
visiting elderly people in care homes, communicating in
sign language and staging an annual Christmas tea
party for elderly people.

“An important part of a broad and balanced education is
to bring children to an understanding of themselves and
their place in the world.  This awareness of privilege has
shown itself this year in extensive charitable
fundraising.” Over £25,000 had been raised for local,
national and international charities.  The School had
helped Brain Tumour UK raise over £40,000 from a
celebrity cricket match at the School.

Mr. Davies referred to the death of 14-year-old pupil
Georgia Cordery in May which  had “prompted great
sadness at her passing but also great appreciation of the
courage and dignity she showed in her short life.  Her
enthusiasm and energy for life and determination to
make the most of it are lessons we can all learn.”
Support for Georgia’s Teenage Cancer Appeal has been
unwavering throughout the year. Georgia, her parents
and others had helped to raise a staggering £180,000 to
date for the Appeal.

Both physically and emotionally, Brentwood School
occupied a central place in the Brentwood community.

“The pupils understand that success at school is a
precursor to taking up positions of responsibility in this
community and society at large. Current and former
pupils make a first class contribution to the life of the
town.” The School made its excellent facilities available
for local people and had developed productive links
with local dramatic and musical societies, sports clubs,
the Rotary Club, the Citizens Advice Bureau and the
Diocese of Brentwood.

“Supported by bursaries for bright, deserving local
youngsters, the School continues to exercise an
important and responsible role at the heart of the
Brentwood community.”

Mr. Davies thanked the governors, his senior
management team, staff, CCF leaders, support staff,
praepostors and Old Brentwoods. “I have been
fortunate to work with a highly trained, professional and
committed staff, to whom the extra mile comes
naturally. The success enjoyed by our pupils is due to
the care, attention to detail and inspiration of those who
teach them and lead by example.  All the teachers here
have my utmost respect and admiration.”

The School’s guests included the High Sheriff of Essex,
Mr Michael Hindmarch and Mrs Hindmarch; the Mayor of
Brentwood David Tee, Bishop Peter Hullah, the former
Bishop of Ramsbury, and Mr. Tim Gardam, Principal of St.
Anne’s College, Oxford who presented the prizes. Mr
Colin Finch, Chairman of the Governors, presided.

Nearly all new OBs go on to
higher things

Of 160 Brentwood School Upper Sixth leavers
in 2009, 131 went on directly to universities
in the UK and abroad and to specialist art

and music colleges. The remainder either deferred
entry into higher education to complete a
structured gap year or reviewed their university
choice before starting in October 2010.

The most popular fields chosen by Brentwood
School pupils in 2009 were economics, business,
accountancy, finance, bank ing, property, retail and
management (31 per cent); science (21 per cent);
history, sociology, law, philosophy and politics (10
per cent); English and modern languages (9 per
cent); geography and computers (5 per cent); and
sports and mathematics (3 per cent).

Other subjects included architecture, classics,
classical archaeology and ancient history, Asian &
Middle Eastern studies, music, art & design,
theatre, events management, tourism, product
design & manufacturing and cinema &
photography.

The most chosen universit ies were Reading,
Nott ingham, Exeter, Durham, Birmingham,
Cambridge, Loughborough, Leicester and Warwick .

Over the 2005-09 period, Loughborough had proved
the most popular destination, attracting 40
Brentwood leavers. It was followed by Reading (35),
East Anglia (30), Durham (27), Nottingham (26),
Exeter (23), Kings College (18), Royal Holloway
(17), University College (16), Cambridge and
Queen Mary (15), Manchester (14) and Oxford (12).
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The advancement of learning is the essential value
which links the sixteenth century founders of
Brentwood School with the present generation of

teachers and pupils. The founders were forging  what
we now recognise as the intellectual traditions of the
European enlightenment, inherited from Ancient
Greece and Rome. These were to be the cultural forces
that placed Britain and Europe at the centre of the world
for nearly 500 years. They were conceived as universal
human values which Europeans had no hesitation in
exporting to the rest of it.

However, those leaving the School, this year or in a very
few years, would face very different perspectives on
culture and values, according to Mr. Tim Gardam,
Principal of St. Anne’s College, Oxford, who presented
the prizes at Speech Day. “Economic and political power
are moving relentlessly out of Europe, from the West to
the East. Asian, not European cultural dominance, may
well be the force that will shape your lives.” 

He told pupils and their parents that “one of the
biggest intellectual challenges you will face is
how you will hold onto,  in this new world
order, these Enlightenment values -  a belief
in the power of reason, matched by a
respect for individual feeling and hence for
freedom of conscience and differences of
opinion – a recognition of  the ‘otherness’
of other people. It was much easier to claim
to live by such values when Europeans were
the most powerful and wealthy people, our
wealth invariably based on the exploitation of
non-Europeans. Will the values and beliefs of the
European enlightenment be those you choose to
live by, and how will you persuade others whose
traditions are different to ours, that they matter?” 

Mr. Gardam felt a perspective was provided by Oxford
University’s Encaenia, when honorary degrees are
awarded to distinguished people from across the
world. Encaenia had just taken place in the Sheldonian
Theatre, one of the finest neoclassical buildings in the
world. The professors paraded in scarlet, some
apparently clad largely in fur, with an array of different
tassels and hats. There were long orations in Latin.

For all the pageantry, those being honoured were very
much of the modern world: a Nobel scientist and a
world famous immunologist, an historian, poet, actor
and judge of the American Supreme Court. A shaper of
modern Europe, now aged 91, recalled that when he
arrived for lectures at university in Vienna in 1938, his
path was blocked by Nazi officials. He was denied entry,
being a Jew. “More than 70 years on, this moment in
Oxford had finally laid to rest the nightmare of that
memory. That story was a metaphor for the enduring
power of enlightenment values we lose at our peril.” 

A Chinese guest, a powerful digital media
entrepreneur, observing Encaenia, told Mr. Gardam

that she had enjoyed the ceremony but thought that
Oxford, on this showing, might be too formal for her
daughter. Mr. Gardam assured her that academics and
students were “normally a scruffy and quite normal
bunch of people.” However, her misapprehension
raised the question of how best to describe “the
enduring ideas and values of our educational tradition
to someone who admires our reputation but knows
very little else about it.”

Not having spent his career as an academic, Mr.
Gardam had come to recognise the enduring values of
the University and academic life, “values you will
encounter in the few short years most of you will be at
University. They will offer you strengths you will hold
to all your lives. I believe academic values are
universal values that stretch across geographical
boundaries and the centuries. They are what connect
you to those who founded this School and to people

today whose cultural experience and traditions
are so very different to yours.”   

Academic minds respected the power of
language while understanding the need to
weigh carefully the purpose of individual
words. This was as true in Mathematics
and Chemistry as in English Literature
and History.  There was a commitment to
rational scepticism, the impartial
weighing of evidence and the

responsibility of proof. “These are values
that are more than simply intellectual. The

strength of a healthy academic institution
depends upon a personal respect for the

thoughtfulness of the people you work with,
regardless of what they study, a respect reflected in day

to day relationships, particularly those with the students. 

“The best justification of a great university or school  is
that the values it embodies, later taken out by students
into their working lives, make a society a better place,
not just because of the skills students gain but because
of the way you have learn to think about yourselves
and the world.

“When you meet a really distinguished professor,”
continued Mr. Gardam, “ you begin to appreciate the
patience and carefulness of judgement that is the true
mark of knowledge and understanding. You probably
won’t know their deepest interests, where they are in
their academic research, pushing back the frontiers of
knowledge. Sometimes, you will get a bright glimpse
of just how deeply they understand what they are
teaching you.  Though you may never approach that
level of understanding or that depth of reading, you
will be inspired by what you recognised in them.

“Great teachers teach you to appreciate the beauty of
complexity. What a good university education leaves
behind is the capacity to clear your mind and think
something through.”

Speech Day

Maintaining Enlightenment values in a
changing world
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He warned that just getting a rewarding job or
demonstrating cleverness was not the real point of a
university education. “In learning, you learn to live well.
In a true academic community, we have something to say
about the world, and through our learning, something of
value to give to it you won’t find elsewhere.”

The sciences constantly looked to render the unknown
explicable. The social sciences – Law, Politics,
Geography and Economics – anatomised the way we
order our society and so seek to understand our
motivations more deeply. The Arts and Humanities,
History, Classics, English and Modern Languages and
Literature, kept faith with that trust in the accumulated
wisdom of the past. “In understanding this, we can
understand what shapes the way we think about things
and what underpins our contemporary culture.”

“This way of thinking has a power that extends far
beyond the confines of the laboratory and lecture
theatre. It is the foundation of a tolerant, civil society
that respects difference and disagreement, and holds
fast to each person’s freedom to make independent,
reasoned judgements,” maintained Mr. Gardam. 

“These values, forged in Europe, must now hold their
own in a global society where European cultural
assumptions must increasingly take account of very
different societies economically more dynamic than our
own. Some argue that our assertion of western values
needs to be more robust, more aggressive even.  The
values of the university can offer some lessons.

“A world class university – and Britain has quite a few
despite our limited investment in them, is
international, and crosses cultural boundaries, or it is
nothing. Every academic appointment is competed for
by people from all over the world. The academic
community is by definition global,  made up of people
of utterly dissimilar backgrounds from very different
cultures and countries. They come together because
their intellects have led them to the same point. Their
diversity – national, racial, cultural, intellectual – is
bound together by mutual respect for the power of
evidence and argument. Above all, academics hold in
common a care for meaning.

“A great school or university at its best sets its face
outwards towards the world. It is driven by its sense of
connecting its ideals to those who have not previously

encountered them, creating a confident, tolerant,
international and culturally complex community,
bound together by an overriding value, the
advancement of learning – a value already old when
this school was founded, and to which you, sitting here
still hold true today.”

Tim Gardam with some of the prize winners. From the left: George Hones, Jennifer Kim, Veronica Spinks, Hannah
Bennett-Ford, Miles Russell, Jenna Miles, Ika Liang

Challenging decisions for the
common good

Tim Gardam was welcomed in Latin by Olivia
Murphy (right) and Isabel Cooper whose theme
was that the price of freedom is eternal

vigilance.

“If the government of any country wields an absolute
power that denies a right to open criticism,
corruption inevitably becomes widespread and
universal danger threatens the people. To ensure we
are governed fairly and honestly in accordance with
the laws and justice, our country needs to have men
and women who will focus attention upon areas of
public interest, men and women who will challenge
decisions for the common good, men and women
who will exercise great care in urging our leaders to
explain their actions.”

Mr. Gardam is a respected journalist and academic.
He was Head of Current Affairs for the BBC for four
years, a founding member of the Channel Five
editorial team and Director of Television at Channel
Four until 2003. He worked through a major period
in the evolution of the broadcast news industry. The
following year he was elected Principal of St. Anne’s
College, Oxford.

After presenting the prizes, Mr. Gardam was
thanked by Head of School Alexander Quigley.
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In June, 15 students in Brentwood School’s Upper
Sixth completed their 15th and final year. They were
among those in the first ever nursery classes at

Brentwood Pre-Preparatory School when it opened in
1995.  Until now, no one had taken so long to become
an Old Brentwood!

The fifteen – eleven young men and four young
women – are a talented bunch of sportspersons,
musicians, actors, Duke of Edinburgh award winners,
CCF leaders and charity workers, most of whom are
now enjoying their first term at university. Here they
are and here’s how they were.

Ryan Barrell recently directed the film ‘My Beirut’ to
raise money for Great Ormond Street Hospital and
performed in the School’s music trip to Siena. First XV
rugby captain Oliver Brooks captained the School’s
first undefeated tour of Italy. Oliver Cross played
football and squash for the School and won the best
solo performance prize in the House music
competition.

Alexander Thai fenced for Great Britain in between
playing clarinet, winning drama awards, working
towards his Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award and heading
the CCF REME section. Grace O’Connell won the British
U20 sabre championships and has represented Great

Britain in two world championships. Stephanie
Whitfield was in the team which reached the national
netball finals in 2008. Emma McNish Porter’s portfolio
included the flute, the CCF’s navy section and the Duke
of Edinburgh Award and she fondly recalls winning the
chariot race at sports day in 2001!

Top cricketer Henry Owers enjoyed the Barbados and
South Africa tours and put on 150 with Aaron West, the
country’s top scoring schoolboy batsman in 2009, to
win a big match. Ben Leigh captained the School golf
team and played for the County’s U18 team. Golfer,
footballer and cricketer Harry King was completing his
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award.

Tom Watkins’ GCSE art pass was one of the top ten in
the country. Oliver Shelmerdine works for the charity
Brighter Opportunities through Supported Play.
Footballer and CCF Army section enthusiast Samuel
Henderson achieved outstanding GCSE results. Charlie
Williams fondly recalls his time as a German exchange
student.

Last word goes to violinist and RAF section sergeant
Rachelle Warrington. “I have many fond memories of
my excellent teachers. They have helped me to achieve
my very best and what I accomplish in the future will
never be mine alone.”

Fifteen 15-year achievers will test their
talents in a wider world

Fifteen years together: (left to right) – Rachelle Warrington, Grace O’Connell, Stephanie Whitfield, Sam Henderson, Oliver
Brooks, Harry King, Oliver Shermerdine, Henry Owers, Ryan Barrell, Ben Leigh, Alexander Tai, Charlie Williams, Tom
Watkins, and Emma McNish Porter
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Little challenges 
and big opportunities
for three to seven
year olds

At Brentwood Pre-Preparatory School,
children enter school each morning
smiling and looking forward to both the

expected and the unexpected. The expected will
come in the form of routine and a structured
curriculum emphasising literacy and maths. The
unexpected will come through the various enrichment
activities that are organised, with learning and fun as
priorities.

In short, children at Brentwood Pre-Prep can be sure of
spending their time facing plenty of little challenges and
big opportunities to progress their learning.

This is the aim of the School’s headmistress Mrs. Sarah
Wilson. “Children need to be in a happy and supportive
environment to learn to the best of their ability. This
sense of security builds confidence and self esteem
which we hope will help them to succeed both at school
and in later life.”

Pastoral support underpins everything Brentwood
School does in pursuit of each child’s development.
“If children are anxious or do not feel secure, they
are not going to learn. We want them to be happy,
confident and secure.”

The School’s ethos is of course, based on
Christian values but it accepts children from all
religious backgrounds.

Selecting a school at which to begin a child’s
education takes time and reflection on the
part of parents. Brentwood Pre-Prep is
fortunate to be oversubscribed; its senior
management are keen to remain well
thought of in the community and value
visits from prospective parents. Mrs.
Wilson and her colleagues conduct
tours to show people something of
the style and content of the
education on offer and to answer
questions to help parents make
an informed choice.

Brentwood Pre-Preparatory School
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Partnership
Partnership with parents is an essential factor in
maintaining standards and in developing what the
School offers. Teachers and pupils have produced
some Golden Rules about conduct, which are posted
round the school.

“We invite parents to take an active role in their child’s
education and in school life and to build on the skills
their children have already gained at home. A
home/school diary goes back and forth. The parent
uses it to provide feedback and indicate satisfaction
and concerns.

“We encourage a great deal of personal contact.
Regular meetings and information for each year group
help parents to understand the content and delivery of
the curriculum so they can support the child’s learning
at home. Parents are regularly updated on their child’s
progress and invited to celebrate the children’s
achievements at events throughout the year.

“There are individual pupil consultation meetings and
an open door policy, encouraging parents to come in
and discuss issues about their children. We really do
expect parents to come in and see us, literally at will,”
continued Mrs. Wilson.

Parents play a vital role in supporting school activities.
They help out on school trips, with the library and in
maintaining links with the Brentwood library. They are
responsible for the foyer table display which includes
seasonal and topical items of interest to Pre-
Preparatory children. They organise nearly new
uniform sales too. Parents attend school activities and
are automatically members of FoBS (Friends of
Brentwood School), which holds fund raising and
social events.

Staff
Brentwood Pre-Preparatory children benefit from a
professional and committed team who work tirelessly
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for their benefit. Class teachers and teaching assistants
have day-to-day responsibility for pupils’ well being,
supported by the matron and senior management
team.

There are twelve full or part-time qualified teachers,
who plan and deliver the broad subject range,
supported by seven teaching assistants across core
and specialist classes. 

The teachers are all graduates with ‘qualified teacher’
status. The assistants are also trained, generally
possessing National Vocational Qualifications. There is
a dedicated teacher supporting children with specific
learning difficulties and those requiring additional
assistance, for example over dyslexia and speech
problems. All staff have  training in child protection
matters.

There is drama study for individuals and groups under
the auspices of LAMDA while a specialist music
teacher cuts across the classes and the years. There

are also peripatetic music teachers for violin, piano
and cello. 

The school secretary keeps an organised ship. The
support team includes porters and day assistants,
matron and ICT support, drawing as necessary from
the wider Brentwood School campus. Mrs. Wilson,
supported by Deputy Head Lynn Osborne, feels she
leads “a very close knit team.”

Pupils
Brentwood Pre-Prep caters for children aged three to
seven. Children can start in the nursery class as early
as the September after their third birthdays and spend
up to four years in the Pre-Prep. A few come in part
way through. Most children continue to the
Preparatory and Senior School, subject to passing
entrance exams at 7 and 11.

There were 152 children in September, more than ever
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before. Of these, 38 were nursery part-timers. The split
is about 50:50 between boys and girls. The catchment
area for such young children is broadly limited to
Brentwood, Hornchurch, Billericay and Ingatestone. A
substantial majority go on to the Preparatory School
and eventually to the Senior School. Over 50 per cent
have siblings across the three schools.

Facilities
The Pre-Prep was purpose-built in 1995 and there has
been a continual programme of investment and
development since. It has the latest teaching
equipment, including  extensive ICT facilities. The
School has its own multifunctional hall, a dedicated
computer suite and a learning development room.

Set in its own secure boundaries and gardens, it
overlooks playing fields and woodlands. It is sited next
to the Preparatory School, where it shares dining
facilities. The two schools liaise regularly about
curriculum and pastoral issues. The Pre-Prep uses
Senior School facilities, including the chapel and
indoor swimming pool.

Curriculum
The School provides a broad and balanced holistic
curriculum to promote purposeful and enjoyable
learning. There is an emphasis on literacy and
numeracy skills while play is structured to enhance all
areas of development. Small class sizes enable the
individual to be catered for. 

The teachers gather social and personal information,
assessing children’s interpersonal skills. They monitor
each child’s performance and provide feedback to
build self esteem and confidence. The children are
watched very closely at the outset as they settle into
school routine.

The School has to meet the Department of Education’s
Early Years Foundation Stage requirements in its first
year nursery and second year reception stages.
Nursery children attend school for half of each day,
with morning or afternoon attendance reversed half
way through the year. “At this early age, children
benefit from half day sessions as they make the
transition from home to school,” explained Mrs.
Wilson

However, the School goes well beyond the Early Years
Foundation Stage curriculum which has six key areas of
learning covering personal, social, and emotional and
health skills, creative and physical development, a broad
knowledge and understanding of the world and all
aspects of literacy and numeracy. Numeracy and literacy
skills are acquired through a wide variety of experiences
and are a fundamental part of each school day.

The Early Years Foundation Stage provides the basis
for continuation to Key Stage One of the National
Curriculum for five to seven year olds. Learning is
more formalised and designed to take children beyond
the framework of the National Curriculum and to
provide a firm foundation for education at preparatory
and senior school level. Oral French is taught, allowing
children to experience a foreign language when most

receptive to learning. “Again, we put great emphasis
on observing the children and gathering information
through their activities.”

Children take part in the Key Stage 1 Standardised
Assessment Tests in the summer term of their final
year. Pre-Prep pupils’ attainment levels are well above
the national average at all age groups. 

Classroom learning is supplemented with educational
trips and project work. Each year, the School holds
themed history events, for example Victorian and
Tudor days. The annual School Grounds Day utilises
the walled gardens, playground and playing fields to
broaden pupils’ horizons and experience. 

The School is still busy at the end of the day. Coaches
for tennis, drama, football, Spanish, dance and golf
arrive along with peripatetic music teachers to extend
the children’s skills.

Outdoor education is a growing part of the School day.
The grounds offer walks in the woodland with the
Essex Wildlife Trust, conker hunts, sketching and a
wide range of physical activity. These embrace
planting areas near to classes and in the walled
garden, play equipment for climbing and plenty of
space for running. 

“It is essential for the children to be in the fresh air,
actively learning outside. Reception days are busy,
busy, busy and children have opportunities to do
gardening, chalk and play with sand, and you should
see them on the climbing frames.”

Following inspection in 2008, the Independent Schools
Inspectorate said both Brentwood Pre-Prep and Prep
were providing a first class education for all their
pupils. “The high quality of the teaching in both
schools contributes to academic results that are good
and steadily improving in relation to pupils’ abilities.

“The provision of outstanding pastoral care, the
commitment of staff to pupils’ welfare and personal
development and the excellent relationships between
staff and pupils form the foundation of the school’s
success.”

Mrs. Wilson concluded: “Children build skills in literacy
and numeracy throughout their school day. Knowledge
and understanding of the world is encouraged and
there are plenty of opportunities to be creative and
develop physically. Underpinning this is care for their
personal, social and emotional well being. The children
are part of a caring community in which they are
encouraged to respect
adults and one
another.

“We want the children
to become thinkers,
independent-minded
but considerate of
others. We want them
to mix freely with their
peers and with the
teaching team – and
have a thoroughly
great time!” And watch out for me
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Seven years on, Headmistress finds
the Pre-Prep is still a great place to be

Sarah Wilson has been headmistress of Brentwood Pre-Preparatory
School since 2003, succeeding Ann Murrells after an interval in
which Lynn Osborne, Deputy Head since 1999, held the fort. Mrs

Osborne has been Deputy Head since the school commenced in 1995 and
is a key figure in ensuring the continuing success of the school and is
greatly appreciated by the Headmistress.

Mrs. Wilson graduated from the University of Glasgow in the mid 1970s
as a Bachelor of Education, with maths her main subject, and initially
taught in Glasgow. She worked as an executive officer with British
Telecom on moving to London to be with her husband John, who is a
senior manager with the organisation. She taught  in the East End of
London and at Billericay School.

During the 1980s, she spent time at home, bringing up two sons and a
daughter.

Between 1990 and 2001, she worked at St. John’s School, Billericay,
initially teaching Maths GCSE, before transferring to the primary
department, teaching under sevens.

Mrs. Wilson worked for Bexley Unitary Authority as Early Years Manager
from 2001 to 2003, ensuring that the curriculum was being delivered by private, voluntary and independent
schools in the Bexley area.

Daughter Fiona is completing an Open University master’s degree in criminology and works for the
Immigration and Asylum Department. Son Stuart has a master of science degree from Nottingham Trent
Business School and recently started with British Telecom as a financial analyst. In September, son Alister
started his final year at Loughborough, reading automotive engineering. 

After seven years at Brentwood Pre-Prep, Sarah Wilson still enjoys her job very much. “The children make it
all worthwhile. Most are so eager to learn and that, in turn, is a stimulus to the teachers. We are constantly
developing our facilities and approach. I work with a fabulous team and it really is a great place to be.”

Active support for charities

The School has established good links with the
community and undertakes charitable
activities to give children the opportunity to

help those less fortunate than themselves.

A recent charity event involved pavement art with
chalks in the playground in aid of muscular
dystrophy. Children have actively supported
charities such as Little Haven’s Hospice and ‘I Can’
for children with speech difficulties. Links with the
local Royal British Legion have given the seven year
olds a better understanding of the meaning of war. 

All contributed to four 
seasons mural

In the Pre-Preparatory stairwell, there is a mural
to which all  pupils attending in February 2008
contributed. Under the guidance of the artist in

residence, Deborah Joys, from the Brentwood
Youth Arts Partnership, the children have depicted
the four seasons, with the colours carefully
selected and blended to represent summer, winter,
autumn and spring.

Thanks for reading about us.
Excuse us while we go and
play
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With the help of John “Brolly” Bramble,
Tim Pailthorpe and John Smith,
organisers of  the 1957  reunion at

Ashwells Road on June 18th, rounded up a
number of that year’s School 1st XI football team.

Captain Bruce Welton journeyed from Llandeilo,
Carmarthenshire. (He recalled recently bumping in to
Michael King, past editor of the Chronicle, at
Aberystwyth Library where Michael was researching
his family history). Roger Cook came from
Bournemouth and Derek Kingston made a welcome
rare return to Brentwood. Neville ‘Podge’ Rogers,
described in The Times as “the diminutive Rogers”
when the School played Malvern, was present with
John Bramble, flying right winger, classicist and best
man at Neville’s wedding.

Those who could not make it included Mike Ryan, who
cried off on doctor’s advice; Dougie Brown, poorly after
a stroke; Martin Ries, understood not to travel out of
Yorkshire except to visit his wife’s family in Denmark;
Dennis “Kipper” Carey, brother-in-law of John
Bowden, who lives in Spain; and Clive Gaywood. The
Hon Registrar would appreciate any contact
information about Mike Wagstaff. 

There were around 40 Old Brentwoods in attendance,
including a minority of leavers from other years. Guests
were Headmaster Ian Davies, master and former Head
of School Jim Brown and Society President David
Oldham. Chris Dyer, President-elect of Essex RFU,
proposed the toast to the guests. Ian Davies responded
with a report on the past year’s School activity. He
emphasised the continuing and developing strong link
between the Society and the School.

Octogenarian Brian Odell, former master and OB, is in
very good shape; Jim Brown was in his usual
exuberant form; Andrew Love took time off from his
onerous responsibilities in addressing a bid for the Ritz
Group; and Olly Dow spared time between gigs.
Robert Down made the journey from Swansea, Derrick
Smart from the West Midlands, Peter Cault from
Harpenden and Barry Hoar from Cambridgeshire.
David Coe was in good spirits though not enjoying the
best of health. David Tee, newly elected Mayor of
Brentwood and immediate Past President of the
Society, turned up from a previous engagement in the
mayoral wagon.

Those of the 1957 vintage who sent apologies included
Roger Cowley, still in harness at Oxford University;
Norman Shirlaw, who was taking part in a Classic Car
Rally on mainland Europe; retired GP Nigel Legg,
recovering well from a hip replacement; John Dippy,
also a retired GP, who fancied the journey from
Swindon might stretch his medication a bit too far;
Stewart Bassett, recovering well from a stroke; and
Bob Foulkes, whose travel plans to Blighty  from
Mexico did not coincide with the Reunion.  Bob hopes
to be able meet up with some of the1957 vintage in
October.

Sadly, Richard Gilbert OBE, a regular attendee at past
reunions, passed away in October 2009 after a long
illness. 

Added John Smith: “Tim and I extend our best wishes
to all who were not well enough to attend and look
forward to seeing them at the next reunion which we
hope to arrange for 2012. Watch future editions of the
Chronicle for further information.”

1957 footballers line up at Ashwells Road

From the left: Andrew Love, Mike
Pepper, Malcolm Stephenson

Organiser John Smith sings the School
song – but no one’s 

listening

John Bowden and
Derek Kingston

Peter Cault and Robert Down
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Schoolboys, staff, sportsmen and former
representatives of the cream of cricket came
together at Brentwood School in June in support

of the Brain Tumour UK charity. The 1st XI pitch
hosted a match between a Bunbury Cricket Club XI
and an Invitation XI fielded by the School. The event
raised nearly £50,000.

The Bunbury side included
former England cricketers
Darren Gough, Graeme
Hick and David Fulton,
Australian counterparts
Jeff Thomson and Keith
Bradshaw, former world
welterweight champion
Lloyd Honegan, swimmer
Mark Foster and ex-
professional footballers
Perry Groves, Kenny
Sansom, Ray Parlour and
Joe Kinnear.

The School’s representatives included Headmaster Ian
Davies and Head of Cricket Brian Hardie, footballers
Tony Cottee, John Salako and Christian Dailly, former
Kent cricketers Steve Marsh and Martin McCague, and
Professor Geoff Pilkington, adviser to brain Tumour
UK. It was captained by ex-England bowler Alan
Igglesden, who himself suffers from a brain tumour
and is a patron of the charity.

The greater experience of the Bunbury team saw them
home by 50 runs. A century by Graeme Hick was
matched by one from pupil Guy Balmford.

Efforts to raise funds in advance
of the day resulted in senior
school pupils sponsoring the
luncheon marquee and Prep
school youngsters sponsoring the
toilets. The boys and girls also
ran a cake stall.

An auction brought in
considerable sums, including
£6000 for a coaching session with
fomer England spinner Phil
Tufnell, £4000 for a tee-shirt
signed by world motor racing
champion Jensen Button and a
magnificent £8000 for a holiday in
a Caribbean villa.

Bunbury stalwart Phil Tufnell could not turn out owing
to Test Match Special commentary duties. As a patron
of Brain Tumour UK, Tuffers fronted a video,
broadcast to lunch guests. He explained that brain
tumours were responsible for more deaths among
young people than leukaemia, more among young
women than breast cancer, and more among young
men than prostate cancer.

The event was initiated by Old Brentwood Jeremy
Payne (1957-64), Chairman of Brain Tumour UK,
whose OB brothers Robert (1949-59) and Richard
(1947-57) died of brain tumours in 2001 and 2006
respectively. Richard was a barrister on the Midlands
circuit and lectured in law at Nottingham University.
Robert served in the Royal Navy, retiring as a
captain. Another brother Rodney (1951-61) is also a
former Navy officer who retired as a lieutenant-
commander.

His two brothers’ deaths prompted Jeremy to become
involved with the charity which supports well over
40,000 in Britain with brain tumours, campaigns for
them and raises funds for research.

Jeremy thanked everyone who had loaned their
support to the event, particularly parents Michelle
Walsh and Paula Sparling, who chairs the Friends of
Brentwood School. He told the Chronicle: “It was a
brilliant occasion. The participants, staff and, of
course, the pupils themselves did a great job. We
would like to thank Brentwood School and the
Bunburys for their support in helping to raise such a
magnificent sum for the charity.”

Bunbury cricket match honours Paynes

Jeremy Payne says thank
you

Jeff Thomson, once the fastest bowler in the world and a key contributor to Australian test
triumphs between 1972 and 1985, remembers one that fizzed just past Geoff Boycott’s nose.
All attention are Dr. David English, founder of the Bunbury Cricket Club (left) and Brentwood

School Headmaster Ian Davies.

Later, Messrs Davies and Thomson took the field for Alan Igglesden’s Invitation XI and the
Bunbury Club respectively. HM scored 19 before “being adjudged lbw,” a choice of words which
suggested he did not agree with the decision. He cannot remember who got him. Was it Thommo?
Chances are that the 60-year-old trundler who has evolved from the 100 mph paceman would still
have had enough to penetrate the headmasterly guard. 
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As a signals specialist, Captain
Alison Sargeant (1994-2000)
recently spent six months in

the heat and dust of Iraq in charge
of 63 soldiers, installing and
maintaining communications
facilities for the province of Basra.

The tour took place between
November 2008 and May 2009 when her
unit, 200 Signal Squadron, was deployed
as part of the 20th Armoured Brigade.

As the last British deployment to Iraq, the Brigade
coordinated the withdrawal of troops from Basra after
handing control of the area to the US. As the Troop
Commander for Headquarters Multi-National Division
(South East), Alison was responsible for ensuring
communications were maintained across the Basra
area of operations and back to the UK and the Ministry
of Defence.

Although she was not herself “in contact” with the
enemy, apart from sporadic rocket attacks on the Base.
She found the environment and climate very
challenging. "Temperatures reached the mid-forties
centigrade and dust permeated every layer of our
clothing, but you soon got used to the one-minute
showers, necessary to ensure the Base did not run out
of water.”

Between May 2009 and April 2010, Alison, 27, and her
unit were back in Germany. Post-tour leave
encompassed adventure training, including kayaking
along Scotland’s Caledonian Canal.

She is currently Officer Commanding, the Royal
Signals Corps Recruiting Team at the Royal Corps of
Signals Headquarters in Blandford Forum, Dorset. “I'm
responsible for recruiting the next generation of Royal
Signals soldiers through attracting and engaging with
young people at careers exhibitions, schools and
colleges and public shows, explaining to them the
opportunities available in a career within the Corps. I
have a team of eight soldiers, and we recruit
throughout the UK, focussing on cadet camps during
the summer holidays.”

Alison’s interest in military matters began at
Brentwood School, where she was joint head of the
CCF Navy Section. She gained full colours for hockey

and netball and played saxophone in
the Big Band. Her brother Richard,
30, was a leading fencer, winning
national titles. 

After leaving school, Alison took
part in a British Schools Exploring

Society expedition to Spitzbergen.
Some 24 young people spent four

months in the Arctic wilderness, living in
tents and undertaking research for various

organisations and universities. Projects
involved monitoring the flora and fauna,

including snow buntings, pink footed geese and
ptarmigan, alluvial fan studies and the monitoring of
glacial meltwater streams.

There was still time for adventure travel, including ice
climbing, mountaineering and ski touring for two weeks
across the sea ice to visit an old seal trapper. “The
Spring is a magical time in the Arctic; we witnessed and
heard the sea ice breaking up and the return of
thousands of migratory birds; and saw the colour
gradually return to the landscape as the winter snow
and ice retreated.” Being snowbound in their tents for
three days provided another perspective. “Frozen tent
zips prevented us from getting out into minus 40 degree
C blizzards. You get to know yourself and your tent
mates very well under these circumstances.

“Our two Alaskan Malamute dogs were part of
our protection measures against inquisitive polar
bears. They would bark at any wildlife that came close
to camp. It was an amazing experience which I would
recommend to anyone.”

Next step was Lancaster University, where she
graduated in Geography in 2005.

Alison then set her sights on South America, back
packing for a six-month spell to Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia,
Argentina and Chile, finishing up with three weeks
trekking in Patagonia.

In 2006. she started at the Royal Military Academy,
Sandhurst learning leadership skills through infantry
training. Upon commissioning, she joined the Royal
Corps of Signals and following a 6 month Troop
Commanders' Course, was posted to 20th Armoured
Brigade Headquarters and Signal Squadron (200),
based in Paderborn, Germany.

Signals specialist Sargeant got used to
Iraq’s one minute showers

The Iraq side of the border with Iran
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Travelling by sleeper class railway train to visit the
northernmost, southernmost, westernmost,
easternmost, highest and lowest stations in the

Indian sub-continent in a mere 20 days is not the sort
of experience sought by most online journey planners.

However, Jonathan Watson Lee, who attended the Prep
and main schools between 1992 and 2003, set himself
this challenge, supported by an extremely limited
volume of possessions and a budget of just £200 for
tickets, food, accommodation and everything else.  The
journey was completed, largely successfully, in July. 

Dubbed the Overland Chapati Express, it raised funds
for FRANK Water, a UK based charity set up to provide
clean water facilities in Indian villages.

It involved 18 train trips, 15 of them overnight, with
251 hours 50 minutes actually spent on board; 7,735
track miles (16.5 per cent of the network); and
crossing 16 of India’s 28 states at an average speed of
just over 30 mph.

All Jonathan’s clothing, particularly a ‘tweedesque’
shawl/scarf/bed sheet/cape, and personal effects –
tickets, money, passport, timetables, writing gear,
books, torches and medicines – had to be stuffed into
a small briefcase while a camera bag housed the Sony
HDV video camera, cable, batteries, charger and tapes.

Sleeper class in July meant very little sleep,
temperatures over 40 degrees C, monsoon rain, toilets
of questionable hygiene, dubiously prepared platform
food and thus near continuous Delhi belly. 

Being a film maker by profession, Jonathan has
concentrated on making a documentary film about the
expedition.

“I’ve always had a particular fascination with all
things Indian since growing up in Billericay. I put this
down to a Gandhi-obsessed British-born Indian chum
with whom I was at Brentwood.” After completing his
physics and philosophy degree at the University of
Nottingham, he decided to try his luck as a film maker.
After three and a half years  in London’s cut-throat film
industry, he progressed from tea boy to fully fledged
advert editor – but grew hungry for more interesting
work.

“It was a natural and low budget choice to attempt my
first solo project in India so I travelled there with the
vague idea of doing something about the massive,
bonkers and uniquely Indian railway system. The idea
of raising money for FRANK came after a visit to the
International Toilet Museum in Delhi where I learned
of the desperate need for clean water supplies in the
poorest communities of rural India.”

Film maker’s India trip for water charity
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Jonathan Watson Lee’s 20-days of train travel
around India in the Summer reads like a boys’
own adventure with a mixture of the desperate

and difficult, the breathtaking and the bizarre.

Prior to the main schedule, Jonathan enjoyed a
weekend jaunt to the former British hill station at
Shimla. “It was all I had hoped for – a classic Victorian
seaside town but built up in the clouds of the
Himalayan foothills. Highlights included afternoon tea
and skittles at the former residence of Lord Kitchener
(now a swanky hotel), Sunday morning church,
monkey baiting and the stunning toy train ride back
down the hills, complete with breathtaking sunset.”

The journey proper began on June 29th at the Old
Delhi railway station on the Brahmaputra Mail, the
boredom of a long delay before setting off being
relieved by a “kindly old man”  who tried to steal his
camera. His opening sortie was punctuated by a head
and body massage from a wandering practitioner, who
“oiled, twisted, pummelled, clicked and pulled me in
all kinds of wrong directions. He only wanted five
rupees which is less than 10 p. I gave him 50.”

As the New Delhi train arrived in Jalpaiguri 4 hours 45
minutes late, he missed his connection to Darjeeling. “I
hastily hired a jeep to chase it down. Fortunately, we
overtook my intended train and caught up with an
even earlier one – the classic Darjeeling steam train. I
spent so long admiring it and filming myself at Ghum-
--the highest station in India – that it started chugging
off before I’d even got a ticket. After a desperate few
hundred yards, I jumped aboard”.

Darjeeling was splendid as expected. It involved
countless cups of tea, two showers, washed pants and a
bed which didn’t move. The train back down suddenly
stopped before reaching the plains. The rains during the
night had caused a landslide. Everyone got off. Jonathan
crammed into a jeep again with 18 other people for a
“death defying” ride down the mountain road.

This was followed by seven nights sleeping aboard
trains with only one planned shower stop in between.
Jonathan’s Delhi belly status was not good.  On the
21.50 train into deepest Assam, he had to share a bunk,
sleeping tip to toe with another fellow who did not
have a reserved berth.

At Kanyakumari on the southernmost tip of the Indian
sub-continent, Jonathan enjoyed the comparative
luxury of a proper bed, locker and shared outside
bathroom for 15 rupees (around 20p). Around dawn,
he made his way to the beach – the meeting point of
the Bay of Bengal, the Arabian Sea and the Indian
Ocean – and watched an impressive sunrise with
hundreds of fellow pilgrims.

In Assam, he watched the ritual slaughter of two goats.
“It was all over within a couple of minutes.. The heads
were chopped off, the bodies skinned and de-bowelled
and bits of meat thrown into the plastic bag of a lucky
bystander. A very young boy, running around giggling,
shoved two pigeons into my face. 

At Ledo in far east Assam, Jonathan may have
narrowly escaped kidnap in a region which is
notorious for it. “I lunched in a dingy restaurant with a
couple of chaps who were consuming a lot of the
locally bottled whisky. I joined them for a peg before
enquiring the best way to the coalmines – the only
thing of note in this tiny village. Before I knew it, I was
in an autorickshaw with both rummy fellows, heading
in the opposite direction to which I understood the
mines were located. I leapt out of the moving vehicle
and ran back to the village, much to their bafflement.”

The train from Guwahati to Hawrah was delayed by a
whopping seven hours due to a nationwide fuel price
strike. The train kept stopping in the middle of
nowhere. “Luckily, I was in a carriage with an
ecstatically happy 20-person family on their way to a
wedding. They chanted religious songs, shared
delicious home-cooked food and re-enacted famous
Bollywood scenes for my camera.”

Two hours in Kolkata in a non-stop monsoon
downpour enabled Jonathan to stuff himself with
delicious Bengal river fish curry and oodles of Kolkota
sweets before jumping aboard the next train.

In Rameswaram, he crossed the majestic Pamban sea
bridge and visited a temple with the longest corridor in
the world. Worship involved walking round 22 wells
where a man emptied a bucket of water over his head.
He paid “a confused elderly gentleman” for this service.
“He managed to get me into the ‘Hindus only’ inner
sanctum by saying a prayer and painting my forehead.
“Now you are Hindu and can go into temple.”

In the afternoon, he attempted to walk along the beach
at the far tip of Rameswaram, formerly a land bridge
with Sri Lanka. After 45 minutes in the blistering heat,
he could walk no more. “In despair, I held a simple
ceremony. This involved pouring some precious
drinking water onto the beach, before casting my
current book, The Religion of Man by prize winning
poet Rabindranath Tagore, into the ocean.”

“After all this, I was completely and utterly knackered –
probably the most tired I have ever been…..filthy,
sweaty and physically drained after a major bout of
Delhi belly. I got an early night on my overnight
journey from Rameswaram to Kanyakumari, sitting
next to friendly pilgrims.” He just caught the 29-hour
train from Tivandrum in the far south to Mumbai.

While sauntering along the platform at Ernakulam
Junction to stretch his legs, he turned around to see
the train was about a hundred yards away and picking
up speed. “Most of my belongings were still on there
chained to a bed, so I would most likely not see them
again. People on the platform were egging me on. I ran
as fast as I’ve ever run before and managed to cling on
for dear life to the very last carriage. Embarrassingly, it
was the Ladies Only carriage and there were nervous
giggles all round. “

The rest of the journey was a pleasant ride through the
stunning scenery of the Western Ghats, passing

A stolen phone, slaughtered goats, a
foiled kidnap and a nearby tiger
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through massive hills and valleys, over backwaters,
rivers and through the longest tunnel in India. A tour of
the pantry carriage provided an endless stream of
meals, tea, coffee and greasy deep fried curios. They
wouldn’t let him take photos or film, probably because
the whole place was absolutely filthy.

His next journey involved “the violent scrimmage
which is the Mumbai local train. While being pushed,
shoved, crushed and squished for half an hour on my
journey into central Mumbai, my mobile phone was
pilfered. I went to an internet café to try and book an
unscheduled train for my trip to the Gujarat, as I had to
get an evening train straight to the far West to spend
the night there.

“I had no luck in booking a better ticket, so wandered
phoneless, ticketless, sweaty, stinky, knackered and
starving to a tiny, windowless 700 rupee hovel of a
hotel room. 

The frugal lifestyle was temporarily set aside, watching
the World Cup final in a super, swanky sushi bar with
Mumbai’s hip, young beautiful people, indulging in
overpriced pizza and a chocolate brownie.

The following day, he managed to buy a ticket, giving
him 15 hours in the westernmost station of India. The
9.05 Saurashtra Mail left Mumbai at 8.20 pm and
arrived at Dwarka seven hours later.

“The streets of Dwarka were lined with holy men and holy
cows with lots of singing, drumming and dancing. I ended
up on a windy beach during a monsoon downpour. I took
refuge with a couple of monks in a sheltered cove but I
was soaked through and could feel fever and diahorrea
coming on. I quickly got back to the hotel.

A planned visit to Varvala, the official westernmost
station in India, less than one kilometre west of Dwarka,
was abandoned due to his ailments and train times. 

He reached Ahmedabad for an overnight stop before
heading north to Kashmir. “I would have enjoyed the
Gujerat a lot more if I had been well. I stared out of the
window at unchanging rice paddy fields, feeling slightly
ill and meeting no one who could speak English.”

As the train rolled into Rajasthan and the green fields
turned into scrubby desert, “I met a posse of lads who
taught me the art of chewing tobacco and spitting it
out in a fine stream. It was pretty disgusting but we
enjoyed good japes until our farewell in Jammu. The
winter capital of Kashmir was jam-packed with pilgrims
and soldiers. I discovered a railway station dormitory for
only 70 rupees. The early train to Udhampur, the
northernmost station of India, was nearly empty so I
wandered into carriages of different classes, noting their
peculiarities and clientele.

“In Udhampur, I was planning to visit the Chenab
railway bridge construction site which, when
complete, will be the tallest in the world. However, a
pack of daunting jeep drivers said it would take two
days and 4000 rupees. Instead, I took a local bus up the
death defying windy roads into the mountains towards
Srinagar. “I got off at a suitably majestic spot and
wandered  into the forest. I gazed at the Himalayas. I
emerged from the wild, back onto the main path where
a man with a horse looked at me as if he had just seen
a ghost. A tiger had been spotted in the area I had been
in only five minutes ago.

“Back on the main road, a massive Sikh bundled me
into his jeep for the return to Udhampur and before
long I was on the overnight train back to New Delhi.” 

At 6.20 am on Day 20, the lone adventurer trundled
into New Delhi station, sweaty, filthy, hungry, tired,
mobile phoneless, via internetless towns, through dark
days of Delhi belly and monsoon fever but in a single
piece. Mission accomplished!

Head massage on the
Brahmaputra Mail

Tiger nearby but Jonathan 
didn’t know it

Goodbye from a Holy
Man

Local kids at the Ledo 
station

Fever coming on

Sunrise at Kanyakumari, the
southernmost tip of India
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“A mad idea,” voiced a few months earlier
between Old Brentwood Daniel Stewart  and
a few friends, to cycle from Brentwood to
Barcelona for charity was brought to tough
and test ing fruit ion in September.

Daniel (1978-90) from South Weald and friends  Sean
Balmford, Paul Merrington, Richard Robbins and Sean
Snell have raised over £90,000 so far for the YJS Trust
for the Helen Rollason Alternative Cancer Treatment
Centre in Chelmsford, Great Ormond Street Hospital
and the Brentwood-based SNAP for children with
special needs and their parents. They are hoping to
make it £100,000.

Daniel runs the YJS Trust, set up with his OB brother
Alex (1985-95) in memory of their mother Yvonne Jean
Stewart who died of cancer seven years ago.

He explained: “I fully believe in the benefits of
alternative treatments in the fight against cancer. If we
had known about the Helen Rollason Centre and the
work they do, I’m sure they would have helped prolong
and improve the year in which my mother fought and
lost her battle.”

The 1,000-mile journey was completed in ten days in
roughly equal stages via Calais, Desvres, Beauvais,
Orleans, Bourbon-L’Archambault, Biesle, Solanes,
Sigean and Camprodon.

The riders were accompanied by a support vehicle
carrying equipment and materials for personal and
cycle repairs and sustenance. It was driven by
Shenfield-based Australian John Weber and co-driver
David Wright while 23-year-old Lauren Booth
massaged tired and cramped limbs at the end of each
stage.

From Barcelona, Daniel explained: “The ride was very
different to what I thought it would be.  Some
mornings I struggled to lift my legs over the edge of
the bath to have a shower. Riding the first 20-30 miles
was very tough. My body would then settle into the
routine and in the afternoons I was fine and would feel
a lot fresher. We didn’t realise how long we would be
in the saddle. Often, we would leave the hotel in the
morning between 8 and 8.30 am and not roll into the
next hotel until 8 or 9 pm. One evening, we  cycled in
the pitch dark through a forest for about 15 miles with
the van behind us lighting the way forward. 

“The people in the north and middle of France would
often cheer us as we cycled through sleepy villages.
Spanish drivers were awful, giving us no room on the
roads.  The support crew was fantastic in keeping our
spirits up during the dark moments of the ride.

“I was the only one who fell. Although it was only a
low speed fall on a cobbled roundabout near
Narbonne, there was a danger of being mugged or my
bike stolen as it was a fairly dodgy area. “ 

The Pyrenean mountain passes were formidable. “I
have done a fair amount of cycling in the Alps which
helped prepare me for the Pyrenees. However, those
passes were unbelievably hard.”

Daniel Stewart runs the property, development and
construction company Barry Stewart & Sons in
Barking. He, Sean Balmford and Richard Robbins have
children at Brentwood Prep and Pre-Prep schools.

Daniel, former head of East, made his last charity ride
while still at school. He set out from Southend to cycle
to Brentwood School. However, the bike crashed and
bent the crankshaft. He says this happened under
teacher Jim Brown’s guidance.

Donations to the abovementioned charities can be
made on www.cycleb2b2010.com.

Mad cyclists cover 1,000 miles to Barcelona
from Brentwood in aid of charity

Journey’s beginning: Daniel in Brentwood High
Street

Journey’s end: Daniel in Barcelona with two oldest
sons George (left) and James
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Finances improve while colts
continue to thrive

The Cricket Club’s key aims this season have been to
improve our financial position following a number of
loss making years, to seek promotion for the First XI

and to increase the number of colts coming through to
play in the adult teams. The first has been met through a
combination of more social events, an increase in
subscriptions and match fees from playing members and
an increase in donations from the vice-presidents for
which we are most grateful. However, there remains much
to be done on this front. With the ever increasing costs we
face, it will be years before we can be confident that we
have our finances in good shape. 

We were encouraged by the influx of players at the start of
the season to support the First XI in their push for
promotion, the team having come third in each of the last
two seasons. Initially, things looked encouraging,
although a number of those who joined us at the start of
the season were not able to accept the strict financial
discipline imposed on all sides and left. At the beginning
of August, the team was lying second and things were
looking promising. There followed a succession of
matches where not only the result but also the attitude of
some players was disappointing and the team missed out
on promotion.

This was despite the sterling efforts of the captain, Khalid
Sarwar, who not only performed outstandingly with both
bat and ball but  sought to build a side which was fully
integrated into the club. Sadly, not all the First XI players
responded to his efforts. We are very grateful for all that
he has done since taking over the captaincy and hope to
persuade him to continue in this role.

In the driest summer for many years, the Second XI had
the unfortunate experience of having four games washed
out though localised downpours and thus suffered in
comparison to other teams. However, the number of colts
who came through and played in the side, demonstrating
their ability with some fine performances, was
encouraging. We will be looking for them to push on next
year. The Third XI continued to be the usual mixture of
colts and more experienced players and played friendly
matches against oppositions of varying standard. Captain
Nick Farley had to have an operation early in the season
and was unable to play for the rest of the year but
continued to run the side with his usual enthusiasm. We
hope he will be fully recovered for next season.

The Colts continued to thrive and, as mentioned above,
we are looking to see an increasing number come through
to the senior sides. We have a group of the Under 15s who
will be age barred from the colts next year and we will be
seeking to ensure they come through to the adult teams.
However, they only play Twenty20 games as colts and
some find the switch to the longer game – 40 or 52 overs
– quite a challenge. This we are seeking to overcome.
Once again, we must thank Alex Miller for all his efforts in
running the colts sides.

The Bunglers tour to Hampshire and Sussex was well
supported this year and the tour manager had the
unenviable task on one day of having to select from 16
players, all of whom wanted the day off. Despite the
impact of the weather, with one match abandoned and
one curtailed to a Twenty20, the tour was a great success
on and off the field.

At the end of the season, the Club is in a stronger position
both in terms of facilities and financially and we will be
looking to build on our playing strengths to ensure all
three sides have a successful 2011. 

I would like to thank all the members of the committee for
their efforts in helping to move the club forward, in
particular Fred Rylah for his wholehearted support for
some tough decisions in my first year as President. 

David Wasley

New nets boost start 
of youngsters’ season

David Wasley (left) and Councillor Tony Sleep in cross
batted optimism while colt James Turvey takes a more
considered approach to his guard

Cricket

The Crick et  Club’s season got  off  to a great
start  with the opening of  new nets at
Ashwells Road by the then Mayor of

Brentwood, Coun. Tony Sleep, on 9th April. Colts
organiser Alex Miller ident if ied the possibility of
a very signif icant  grant  f rom the Essex Youth
Opportunity Fund and pursued it  tenaciously.
Playing and non-playing members supported the
appeal for funds to top up the grant . Club
President  David Wasley paid tribute to the ef forts
of  Alex Miller in bringing the project  to fruit ion
and to those who had provided extra funds. “The
nets have been a great  success so far and have
part icularly benef it ted our increasing number of
colts. It  is part icularly grat ifying to see so many
graduat ing to our senior teams this year and
performing well at  a higher level.”
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Football

Greater things expected of 1st XI

The 2009/10 season was one of transition for the upper sides
within the club, as elder statesmen of the 1st XI graduated to
the 2nd XI and new blood was introduced from school and

university. Under the guidance of Chris Adams and Jack Harrison,
the 1st XI grew in stature, finishing fourth in the Premier division of
the Arthurian league and marching to the semis of the Arthur Dunn
Cup.

Having posted good victories over Berkhamstedians and
Wellingtonians in earlier rounds, a massed gathering of well
lunched Old Brentwoods and Foresters were treated to 120
minutes (130 by our watch) of blood and thunder in the
quarter final, in which the OBs prevailed 3-2.  We were
beaten by eventual cup winners, Eton, in the semi-final,
although there was no lack of endeavour and commitment.

This young team has learned much through the season and
is in good stead, with greater experience and further
recruitment enhancing the squad.  The 1st XI is based on a
good sized squad, many of whom play Saturday and
Sunday. They have formed a strong bond, which encourages
optimism for the new season.  The league will not be easy
with two strong teams promoted to challenge the Firsts
along with Harrovians and Carthusians, who dominated the
league last year.  However, the 1st XI’s  maturity will see them
progress to greater things this season.

Mention should be made of Chris Adams’ and Jack
Harrison’s excellent work on and off the pitch and of Dan
Plummer, who has made such an impact on the pitch and in
committee.  

The 2nd XI struggled through last season. Inconsistent
player availability undermined performances from a team
otherwise blessed with quality.  Avoiding relegation and a
cup semi-final crowned the late season. Consolidating a
position after promotion is always a challenge and the 3rd
XI laid claim as the team of the season with third place in
Division 3 on return to this flight.  It is much the same team
that was promoted and credit is due to Paul Jones and Andy
Wood for their leadership. 

The 4th XI made its presence felt, also finishing third in their
division, despite a points deduction undermining their
promotion challenge. The Vets, led by the irrepressible Paul
Preston, boasted the biggest fixture list in the club, with nine
wins and 14 losses. They enjoyed a glorious run to the final
of the AFA Super Vets cup (the competition for really old
vets), in which they played Parmiterians off the park – only
to lose on penalties. Extra time at their age – they should
know better!  

Special mention is due to Malcolm Stephenson, who
celebrated his 50th season with the football club.  Malcolm
still keeps his boots in the car, although his work within the
football club these days is largely confined to supporting the
1st XI and the committee. 

This season has started with new leadership across the
2nd, 3rd and 4th XIs, with all teams  anxious to progress
on all fronts.  League rules determine that the senior sides
must field Old Brentwoods and we welcome players of all
abilities to the club.  It is new blood that fuels the long
term success of the football club on and off the field.  The
Vets is an open side for over 35s.  Anyone interested in
joining is welcome to contact secretary Stuart Doran
(sjd_invinoveritas@hotmail.com), president Tim Harris
(timharris0506@aol.com) or Vets captain Paul Preston
(paulprestonsc@btinternet.com).  

Tim Harris

Rugby

Merit table success and moves
on the Colts front

The1st XV finished the 2009/10 season seventh in
Essex League One and were semi finalists in the
Essex President's Shield.

The 2nd XV, promoted last season, finished fifth in their
Merit Table and went on to win the Merit Table Plate in a
play-off between teams finishing in fifth to eighth
positions in the table. 

At their first attempt, the 3rd XV finished third in their
Merit Table and went on to win their Merit Table Cup
contested between the top four finishers over the season
as a whole.

Dodging the disruptive influence of Icelandic volcanic ash
clouds, the Club enjoyed an excellent tour to Cyprus (April
23rd - 26th). As is the norm, the tourists suffered heavy
defeats in both their matches against far more motivated
and better prepared opposition. They remained largely
unaffected by these reverses, having taken the expedient
precaution of drowning their sorrows prior to taking to the
pitch.

That same weekend, the Club's 7s Squad vanquished all
who stood before them, including teams representing
local clubs playing in far higher leagues, by winning the
Billericay 7s. At the Essex Charity 7s at Romford and
Gidea Park in July, they were beaten semi finalists and
due to enjoy a last hurrah for this summer at the Braintree
7s in August. 

The Club enjoyed a well attended and lively annual dinner
on 4th June. The evening was studded with earnest
eulogy, ribald banter and a plethora of glittering gongs to
various well deserving individuals. It was especially
pleasing to see the School rugby team and coaching staff
so well represented – a testament to the ever closer links
being forged between Club and School teams despite
obstacles that must be overcome. 

Following the Club's AGM in June, steps have been taken
towards establishing a Colts XV (via an existing
association with Sawyers Hall College). The meeting
agreed by a majority - but by no means unanimous –
decision to double annual subscriptions to accommodate
the increasing rental payments due to the Society. 

The Club hosted a drawn charity training match in July,
pitting a youthful side of potential  recruits, captained by
coltish clubman Matt Turner, against a more grizzled XV of
Club stalwarts, captained by Ismael Arrarte in his final
match for the Club before returning to Australia. The
match raised around £350 in donations for the children's
leukaemia ward at Queen's Hospital, Romford. 

The Club has keenly supported the Old Brentwoods
Summer Inter Club Sports Challenge Series, competing
strongly with the Society's other Clubs at football, netball
and touch rugby, and was looking forward with fervent
anticipation to a cricketing tussle in August.

The Second Annual OBRFC Super 10s Tournament and B-
fest (helping to raise money for the Sporting Chance
Foundation) was scheduled for 28th August.

Pre-season training took place in full swing and under the
enthusiastic and dynamic stewardship of the Club's
coaching team, Eugene O'Riordan and Charlie Raymond
and Club captain Chris Keogh.
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These are exciting times for OBRFC, a vibrant and vital
rugby club, full of vim and vigour, and craving your active
involvement to help it fulfil its potential. OBRFC is your
club and, like the black pudding industry, it's success is
dependent on a plentiful supply of new blood. Don't be
backward in coming forward.  Check in to www.obrfc.org

Matt Staines

Squash

Mixed bag of results in Essex
league

It’s been a bit of a mixed bag of results for the squash
team in the Essex League. The winter season got off to
a good start with some hard fought wins over strong

opposition; however in January our number one player
Nick Burr suffered a full rupture of his achilles whilst
competing in the Essex Over 45 Closed, which put him out
of action for a good six months. Phil Loader stepped up to
the mark and as always seemed to secure a win. (On a
personal note I have always thought that standing on the
tee and using drop shots against your opponent is a very
unsportsmanlike characteristic!). Despite being weakened
by Nick’s absence, we managed to come second to
Chelmsford’s Springhealth and so narrowly missed
promotion into Division 2.

By contrast, the summer league produced some
disappointing scores mainly due to injury and holidays.
The team struggled and only managed a dismal fifth place
– one up from the booby prize!

Squash court usage at the club appears to have increased
over the last year with a new rota system in place for
members displayed on the notice board in the lobby.
Those wishing to become members and booking regular
court time should contact Phil Loader on 07771 548413.
Club night is on Tuesday evenings, starting at
approximately 6.15pm. Everyone welcome.

Christian Croll

Golf

Catching up with old 
adversaries

Members of the Old Brentwoods Golf Society,
with varying handicaps and abilities enjoyed
another busy year in various fixtures against

other Old Boy societies and in our own scheduled
events. 

About 16 of us went  up to Aldeburgh again in early
April for our Spring Meeting where all enjoyed 36 of
the best holes in the South East. A great day out and
fantastic value, particularly for those not affiliated with
a club. 

It looks like we'll finish second in the league table
following a round robin of matches  against the
Felsted, Bancroft, Chigwell and Forest societies. These
fixtures enable us to play courses like Thorndon,
Chigwell, Abridge & Theydon Bois for a reasonable
price and catch up with some old adversaries. 

Our Scratch Team has reached the finals of the Grafton
Morrish National Public Schools Finals to be played at
Royal West Norfolk (Brancaster) & Hunstanton clubs  in
early October. We wish them every success and keep

our fingers crossed that Nick Burr drives the ball
straighter than last year.

We came a gallant third out of three in the Essex Public
Schools Scratch Foursomes at Thorndon Park in early
September. Our first two pairs finished  first and
second and our third pair won the handicap prize.
Unfortunately,  we needed four pairs scores to count
and we only had three. With a full team in 2011, we
should retain the trophy which has a long tradition and
close association with Thorndon Park. 

A similar schedule of fixtures and events is planned for
2011 and we continue to encourage new and younger
members of all abilities to join the Society.  Please get
in touch with Stuart Dick at unclestu@live.co.uk  if you
are interested in joining, want to play in any or the
above or require further details. You'll be made most
welcome.

Stuart Dicks

Netball

Victorious in Division 3 and in
sunny Salou

Old Brentwoods netball team ended the 2009/10
winter season in high spirits, coming top of
Division 3 and gaining promotion to Division 2. 

To celebrate, we decided to seek international silverware
and went on tour to sunny Salou, south of Barcelona.
Entered were four British teams, two from Malta and one
from Gibraltar. Despite sampling the delights of local bars,
restaurants (Burger King) and clubs, after two gruelling
days of netball, we emerged victorious. 

We enjoyed a fun summer league over June and July, with
some sporadic training sessions, in preparation for our first
cup match in September at New Hall. Fingers crossed for a
top half finish this season in a very strong division.

We are looking forward to the annual game vs the School.
We hope our wealth of experience will win out over their
youthful exuberance. The 'old girls' have some life left in
them yet.

Lucie Bridge

Tennis

Would floodlights be viable?

Old Brentwoods Tennis Club is investigating the
viability of floodlights for the courts which would
give more playing time and attract further

members but would have to be funded by the tennis club
itself. We would welcome comments and/or information
on the supply of suitable lights (to my email below).

We continue to enjoy healthy club nights on Wednesdays
and Fridays. We always welcome new players, including
families of pupils at the School. 

The three mens’ teams are struggling at the moment,
mainly due to injury problems. However, the mixed team
is doing very well and is in danger of being promoted to
Division 1.

Please contact me at mark@markgoodinge.com if you
require any information about joining the tennis club
and/or the teams.

Mark Goodinge



COLIN MAYNARD (1940-44)

Colin Hersee Maynard,
President of the Society of
Old Brentwoods in 1976,

died on 15th June 2010, aged 83. A
thanksgiving service was held at
St Mary’s Parish Church, Shenfield
on 29th June attended by many
Old Brentwoods. St. Mary’s was
the church where Colin met his
wife, where they were married,

where their daughter was baptised and where
daughter and son-in-law were married.

Colin was born on 26th October 1926 in Wood Green,
Edmonton. Within a year, the family moved to
Southend-on-Sea where he attended Lancaster
Primary School and followed his brother Geoff to
Southend High School. In 1940, the family moved to
Warley Hill and  Jimmy Hough, the iconic headmaster
of Brentwood School, found a place for him. Colin
always considered that he did not particularly make his
mark at Brentwood although he claimed that Jimmy
made a mark or two on his backside. He started life in
the Lower Fourth and maintained that he and
“Chummy” Johnson bulldozed their way through
matriculation.

Leaving school before the end of World War II, he went
into the Army for three and a half years of National
Service. He was seconded to the Indian Army as a non-
commissioned officer. Following tours in India, Burma,
Singapore and Hong Kong, he was demobbed in
January 1948 as Warrant Officer First Class.

Colin was articled to the chartered accountancy firm of
Longcroft, Smith and Company. He qualified in 1953
and moved into commerce, working for Inns and
Company and then for Lawes Chemical, at which Old
Brentwood “Tank” Davies was a director. From 1958 to
1976, he was the company’s Chief Accountant and
travelled internationally as Assistant General Secretary
of the Institute of Petroleum. In 1976, he became sales
manager for the Hamburg Congress Centre and from
!979 to 1981 managed the conference centre at Aston
University. In 1981, he started a five year stint as
Secretary of the English Folk Dance and Song Society.
On his retirement in 1986, Melville and Company of
Brentwood asked Colin to have a look at their accounts
and bring the book keeping up to scratch. He was
asked to work for three weeks and stayed for nine
years.

Except for his family, his greatest love was the Society
of Old Brentwoods. For an incredible 54 years, he was
continuously involved in running the club in one way
or another. He was elected to the General Committee in
1956 and for four years helped to organise the Old
Brentwoods garden party at the School. From 1959 to
1968, he was Secretary of the Society, after which he
organised the Society’s annual dinner at the
Connaught Rooms for six years.

In 1969, Colin became one of four trustees to hold the
deeds of the Society’s land and property which he
continued to do up to his death. He was heavily

involved with the Old Brentwoods appeal in 1965 to
raise funds for The Hough Memorial wrought iron
gates at the School’s Ingrave Road Chapel Square
entrance. He was also involved in raising money for
improvements to The Burland Road Clubhouse. In
1976, Colin succeeded Gordon Parker as President of
the Society. As a vice-president he attended General
Committee meetings regularly until early this year.

When Chairman of the General Committee from 1978
to 1997, Colin Finch found Colin Maynard’s knowledge
of Society’s affairs over so many decades and his quiet
thoughtful observations and suggestions to be
invaluable. “As a trustee, Colin Maynard continued to
keep in touch with me regularly over the Society’s
current financial difficulties and his encouragement
and support were most welcome. He was a true
gentleman who enriched so many lives.”

Less than two weeks before Colin’s sudden death, I met
with him at the Greyhound pub in Childerditch with
Mick Hare, Neil Loader and Keith Boon for our monthly
lunch. His last words to me focused on his concern for
others, particularly his wife who had broken her arm.
To quote Stephen Gorrod, “he was highly regarded by
Old Brentwoods, young and old.” He was the very
essence of a good guy from Brentwood School . 

Colin Maynard is survived by his wife Sheila, his
daughter Fiona, his OB son-in-law Andrew and
grandsons Will, Sam and Jamie.

David Tee

ROBERT MARES (1927-35)

Robert Gascoyne Mares, a
distinguished veterinarian,
died on 20th April 2010, aged

91. He demonstrated a lifelong
commitment to public service and
to advancing the cause of animal
health in agriculture, particularly
in Africa, through veterinary
clinical practice, administration,
teaching and research.

He was born at Wealdstone in 1918. As his father, Frank
was serving as a British police officer in Cyprus, Robert
earned the nickname ‘Mick’ - from the Greek word
‘mikrí’ for little one - the name by which he was known
by friends and family throughout his life.

After matriculating from Brentwood School, Robert
Mares studied at the Royal Veterinary College London,
graduating in 1941. After locum work in the control of
foot and mouth disease and training as a radio
technician, he saw military service in Iceland and the
Middle East, first with the Royal Navy and then as a
captain in the Royal Army Veterinary Corps.

Returning to civilian life, Robert worked in veterinary
practice which led to partnership offers, but he was
drawn to broader horizons and greater challenges. His
first appointment with the Colonial Service was as a
veterinary officer in the Somaliland Protectorate. Here,
Robert gained clinical experience with all kinds of

REMEMBRANCES
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animals, especially camels, and undertook ground
breaking research into livestock health. He studied the
transmission of rinderpest and the control of pleuro-
pneumonia and was published in the British Veterinary
Journal. He authored or co-authored more than 30
scientific articles and technical papers throughout his
career.

Appointments followed in the Gold Coast/Ghana
(1952-1961) and Nyasaland/Malawi (1961-1973).
Alongside his continuing involvement in disease
control, research and clinical work, Robert was soon
shouldering senior level administrative
responsibilities, organising veterinary services and
veterinary training at a national level as Malawi’s
Director of Animal Health and Industry.

He returned twice to the UK to pursue further study,
completing a Diploma in Tropical Medicine at the Royal
Veterinary College in Edinburgh in 1958 and
graduating with distinction from the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine with a Diploma in
Applied Parasitology & Entomology ten years later.

In 1973, after a brief sojourn in South Australia, spent
visiting his younger brother Tim and working for the
Department of Primary Industry, Robert returned to the
UK and joined the Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries
as a field veterinary officer, working on the control and
eradication of Brucellosis in cattle.

With his four children grown up, Robert was again
drawn to use his knowledge and experience to
advance veterinary health in Africa. In 1979, he went to
Botswana to run the country’s veterinary diagnostic
laboratory and teach at the Agricultural and Veterinary
School. Three years later, he moved to the Transkei as
a helminthologist, recording and surveying internal
parasites. Robert published more original research
during this time and, after his retirement and return to
England in 1985, he continued to write articles and
present conference papers.

An inveterate letter writer, Robert maintained contact
through time and distance with long term friends and
far flung family. He was the keeper of family lore,
compiling genealogical research to hand down to
subsequent generations. He also pursued his passions
of amateur dramatics and flying, taking up the latter at
Luchenza Flying Club in Blantyre, Malawi in 1970 and
gaining his private pilot's licence the following year at
53. Over the next decade, he flew in Malawi, the UK,
Australia, South Africa and Botswana, becoming an
experienced pilot of light twin-engine aircraft. In
January 2007, he went up in a private plane for the last
time, as a passenger with his youngest grandson at the
controls. Gardening was Robert's other favourite
pastime.

In retirement in England, Robert completed a bachelor
of arts degree in African history at the School of
Oriental and African Studies in 1995. He aimed to
equip himself with the research skills to write a history
of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps (RAVC). Despite
amassing a wealth of primary material and drafting a
typescript (copies of which are held by the RAVC), he
did not manage to complete this project.

Robert Gascoyne Mares MRCVS, DTVM, DAP&E, BA
Hons is survived by Mavis, his wife of 64 years, his
sister Mary, his children Jane, Mary, Miranda and Tim,

12 grandchildren and six great grandchildren. His
brother Francis Hugh Mares, who was also at
Brentwood School, died in 2001.

Peter Mares

PAUL FREEMAN (1922-34)

Paul Freeman, Keeper of Entymology at the Natural
History Museum from 1968 to 1981, died on July
31st, aged 94.

Born in 1916, the son of a Post Office engineer, he was
educated at Brentwood School. He was always
collecting small wild things such as caterpillars and
beetles. Sport never appealed and when forced to play
cricket at school, he spent most of the time in the
outfield, grubbing in ditches in search of small animals.

Sitting for a scholarship to Imperial College, London,
one of the world’s leading centres for insect science, he
showed his skill at dissecting by making a microscope
slide of an earthworm’s ovary, a feat which won him an
exhibition. After taking a first, Freeman stayed on to
research African cotton pests, including the plant
sucking bugs known as ‘cotton stainers.’

In World War II, he served in the Royal Artillery,
attaining the rank of captain. The end of hostilities
found him stationed with the Army Operational
Research Group in Belgium, working on measures to
counter the V2 rocket programme.

Freeman returned to Imperial College as a lecturer
before becoming Assistant Keeper to the Natural
History Museum in South Kensington. He began work
on the taxonomy of the large group of flies known as
Nematocera, which he studied for the rest of his career
and into retirement. They included mosquitoes, crane
flies, fungus gnats and midges. He worked on the
national collection of more than 25 million insects, a
task which required great diligence and experience.

In 1951, Freeman published Diptera of Patagonia and
South Chile, Part III  on the fungus feeding midges of
South America. Simulidae of the Ethiopian Region,
which he co-authored two years later, was a study of
the bloodsucking African black flies, river dwelling
biting midges which carry the worms that cause River
Blindness. He described more than 500 new species in
more than 80 scientific papers.

In 1964, he was appointed Deputy Keeper of
Entymology and organised the International Congress
of Entomology in London, attended by 1,800. At the
NHM, he led the development of a new insect gallery,
producing an engaging and colourful display which
highlighted the remarkable diversity of the planet’s
most abundant life form.

Appointed in 1968, Freeman was the last NHM Keeper
to mastermind and curate a major gallery. By the time
he retired in 1981, there were 98 entomologists on the
staff. He had a deep concern for those who worked
under him, following the principle that it was important
to look after the junior staff as the senior staff could
look after themselves.

In 1942, Paul Freeman married Audrey Long, with
whom he had two daughters, one of whom
predeceased him.

Edited from The Daily Telegraph
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IVOR SAMUELS (1978-83)

Ivor Leslie Samuels, a well
known Southend-on-Sea
businessman, died on 15th July

2010, after a short battle with
cancer. He was only 45.  The
funeral took place on 29th July at
St. Andrews Church, Rochford.

Born in 1964 and brought up in the
Southend area, Ivor and his

brothers Simon and David were all boarders in School
House, with all three overlapping at one time. Ivor
represented the School at football and cross country.

Their father Monte was also a well known local
businessman, who owned a number of local retail
outlets before purchasing the Westcliff Hotel. Ivor
began a law degree at Trent Polytechnic but had to give
it up after a year to work in the family business
because Monte Samuels was unwell.

Following his death, Ivor and David transformed the
hotel during the 1980s into one of which the town
could again be proud. In the early 1990s, they opened
Churchills in Southend which proved the blueprint for
many other bars in the Southend area. In 2002, they
sold Churchills and purchased Maitland House, part of
the old Keddies department store and embarked on a
major development of the town centre landmark site.
This involved building the Travelodge Hotel and letting
the basement to Mayhem nightclub and the ground
floor to Varsity bar and the Wok N Grill restaurant.
They completely refurbished the office tower
accommodation and helped to bring in companies like
Insure and Go.

Following the sale of Maitland House, the brothers
continued to develop properties in the town centre, the
most recent being 4 Southchurch Road where eldest
brother Simon Samuels runs his solicitor’s practice
from refurbished offices.

Ivor leaves a widow, Wendy, daughters Meghan aged
9 and Madissen aged 6, his mother Dilys,  sister Sonia
and brothers Simon and David who has said: “It is a
tragedy that Ivor, who has brought so much life to the
people and buildings of Southend, should have his life
taken away so prematurely.” His main passions in life
were his family and friends and any form of sport
including a lifelong support of Southend United
through good and bad times.

With thanks to David Samuels

PETER HOLDING (1964-71)

Peter Ian Holding died from a heart attack on
October 13th 2009. He will be particularly
remembered by Old Brentwoods as a top athlete

at school and a first class golfer throughout his adult
life. A mathematics graduate, he was meticulous in
everything he did and paid close attention to detail.

His father Alfred was a petroleum engineer and his
entire family lived in Venezuela for several years in the
1950s and early 1960s. They came back to the UK
largely to enable the eldest child to have a good
education. Brentwood was the family’s first choice and

they never regretted their decision. Peter enjoyed his
time at Brentwood School and made the most of the
opportunities that came his way.

As a sportsman, he excelled at school and beyond; he
was a county squash player and strong cricketer but,
without doubt, will be best remembered for his golf.
He took it up at school and later joined Thorndon Park
Golf Club where he spent much of his leisure time
while living in Essex. He continued to play in Scotland
when his job with Scottish Widows took him north of
the border. He rose to a senior position with the
company.

At his best, he played off a two handicap which was no
consolation to him if he did not feel he had played well.
Many OBs recall his well executed drives, chips to the
green and putts. His mantra was “keep the ball on the
fairway and I will do the rest.” The approach worked;
his mother’s house remains full of the trophies he won.

Peter married Kim in 1990 after a whirlwind romance
and they lived in Tranent, East Lothian. His death has
been a particular shock for his 85-year-old mother
Doris. Peter and his sister Christine, who is head of the
fourth year at Brentwood School, devoted a great deal
of effort to looking after her. During her first few years
at Brentwood, Christine Holding was frequently asked
if she was Peter’s sister, in which case the conversation
inevitably turned to golf. As Christine’s cottage
overlooks a golf club. her brother’s visits were usually
associated with his favourite topic.

Kim, Doris, Christine and the family miss Peter dearly.
They were overwhelmed by the number of friends and
colleagues who attended his funeral and the warmth
and respect which they expressed. They will remember
him for many things but most of all for being a gentle
loving man.

With thanks to Christine Holding

MARCUS WILLIAM
SHADFORTH (1926-33)

Marcus William Shadforth
was born on 11th
November 1915 and died

on 24th March 2010, aged 94.  The
funeral took place on 30th March
at All Saints Chapel, Purewa
Cemetery and Crematorium,
Auckland, New Zealand.  He
attended Brentwood School, first
as a day boy and later as a boarder,

being made head boy of Mill Hill and awarded 1st XI
colours for cricket.  His younger brother, Wallace
Gordon Shadforth, who also attended the school, was
killed on active service with the RAF in 1944. 

Marcus studied at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge
from 1933 to 1936, was awarded 1st May colours for
rowing and obtained a BA in Science.  From 1936 to
1938, he served an apprenticeship in the family
pharmaceutical company, founded by his father. From
1938, he studied at the School of Pharmacy, University
of London, gaining a B.Pharm. in 1940.

During World War II, he was engaged as a chemist and
bacteriologist, conducting research into food products
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in support of the war effort. He was a founder member
of the Society of Dairy Technology.  He also served as
a lieutenant in the Home Guard.  Later, as a director of
Shadforth Pharmaceutical Company Ltd., he held
together the business which was badly affected by the
blitz of London.  After the war, as managing director, he
led the successful expansion and development of the
company up to his retirement in 1982, when he settled
in New Zealand.

Marcus always remembered his time at Brentwood
with great affection.  He was a life member of the Old
Brentwoods Society and a member of the Lodge, being
elected Worshipful Master in 1953.  In 1965, he was
elected a Freeman of the City of London and a
Liveryman of the Worshipful Company of
Needlemakers.  In 1973, he was appointed to London
Grand Rank in the masonic fraternity.

In 1940, he married Sylvia Eleanor Moon; they
celebrated their diamond wedding anniversary in
August 2000.  He leaves his wife, four children, eight
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

Archives
Society’s early minute books

reveal meeting in 1899

Mike King, past Society Secretary and Chronicle
Editor, has supplied the Archive with the
Society’s original minute book, plus all the

others up to the post-war period. An initial formative
meeting was held in 1899 and the first annual meeting
at the Holborn Restaurant in 1900. This was followed
by the annual dinner, a photo of which is on display in
the archive in the former Newnum changing rooms.

Written archive material is very welcome. There must
be a number of ex-secretaries etc of various member
clubs and associations who would be pleased to clear
out their attics. However, artefacts are of greater
immediate interest. Among the items available for
inspection are the OB Golf Society tie belonging to
Charles Kortright, “the fastest bowler ever;” the
original ball used in the first Bunglers’ Tour game in
1929, plus Bunglers’ tour caps and score books; A.H.
Christie’s Past Master’s Jewel with his Founder’s Bar;
Mike Hill’s OBAFC playing shirt from the early 1960s;
the Rugby Club tour sweatshirt from 1981 and all
fixture cards since 1970/71; and the “In-bar Superstars
Cup” won by D’eath’s Demons in 1979.

In the light of information received, I would ask
Chronicle readers the following:

Were you at the 1949 Annual Dinner? Did you play with
John Stratford and Malcolm Stephenson for the 3rd XI
in 1960/61? Did you attend the School Summer
Meeting in 1989? Did you play in the Superstars
competition in 1984?

If you’ve anything for the Archive, please contact me at
timfaiers@hotmail.co.uk. 

Tim Faiers

Masonic Lodge

Piano and trombone recital
greets members at School

meeting

The Old Brentwoods Lodge is open all male past
pupils of Brentwood School over the age of 21. The
Lodge meets three times a year – on Thursdays in

October, December and February at Freemasons’ Hall,
Great Queen Street; and on the third Saturday in July at
Brentwood School. The Lodge is proud to be exclusive to
past pupils, a situation many old school lodges can no
longer sustain. It has recently benefited from an influx of
younger members, a testament to its health.

In February, the Master conducted a double Third
ceremony which saw the Raising of Bros. Neil Hannaway
and Rob Coleman. Our July meeting was attended by 130
Masons who met initially in the School Chapel when W.
Bro. Graham Born gave the eulogy to W. Bro. Marcus
Shadforth. The Brethren were then treated to a recital
from Florian Cooper and Lewis Gaston on piano and
trombone respectively. The  meeting saw the Raising of
Bro. Ray Winterflood. The subsequent Festive Board in
the Courage Hall rounded off the day in most convivial
fashion.

The Lodge is preparing for its October meeting at Great
Queen Street, when we expect to conduct a double
Initiation. 

For further information, contact Lodge Secretary Tim
Faiers who would be happy to hear from Old
Brentwoods interested in joining the Lodge, whether
new to Masonry or members of other Lodges, who
might wish to become joining members or attend an
Old Brentwoods’ meeting – timfaiers@hotmail.co.uk .
Chapter Secretary Clive Dunnico would also be happy
to receive enquiries – crdunnico@aol.com .

Tim Faiers 

200+ Club winners
Recent winners of the monthly £100 draws were:

August 09  John D. Smith (no.188), 
September  Chris Sullivan (67)
October  Peter Clements (146)
November  Anthony Sach (41)
December (1)  David McClean (167)

(2) Dave Anderson (145)
January 10  David Slater (189)
February  Simon White (88)
March  John Stark (195)
April  David Oldham (179)
May  Brian Davies (147)
June Gordon Muir (126)
July (1) Tim Pailthorpe (122)

(2) David Tee (130)

Further details and application forms are available
from: timfaiers@hotmail.co.uk
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I am always pleased to include details of members’ marriages and new additions to the family, howev-
er I rarely receive any.  Friends and contemporaries are interested in your news so please contact me
(details below) and discuss an entry to record your happy event.  

Ian Pitwood

Births

To Rupert Holmes (1980-91) and Amy a second daughter, Florence Olivia, born on 16th December 2009

Marriages

Neil Hannaway (1985-92) to Debbie Hine on 22nd May 2010
Matthew Staines (1985-95) to Melanie Bryant on 2nd May 2010

Deaths

We regret to announce the deaths of the following which have recently been advised to us:

Mr Timothy J Davison (1966-1976) Mr Jeremy J A Payne (1957-1964) Mr Thomas S J Waite (1993-1997) 

Mr Simon C Badcock (1994-2005)
Rev Roger M Burt (1954-1961)
Mr D A Carey (1950-1957)
Mr Edward  Cooper (1990-1999)
Mr Christopher B Dawe (1950-1960)
Mr James J Dawson (1996-2007)
Miss Karen J Gilbert (1988-1995)
Mr Anthony J C Green (1954-1961)
Mr Magnus M R Guthrie-Brown(1982-1994)

Mrs Linda J Haslan (1991-1998)
Mr Rupert M Holmes (1980-1991)
Mr Matthew S Hussey (1994-2005)
Mr Alastair P B Jamieson (1985-1996)
Ms Emma C Jones (1994-2001) 
Mr Brian T Knight (1944-1953)
Mr David C M Padfield (1943-1953)
Dr Victoria  Parker (1997-2004)
Mr John E Raven (1942-1948)

Mrs Jane Rogers (née Kingston) (1998-2000)
Mr Stephen J Rosser (1968-1979)
Mr Christopher E Sedgwick (1940-1950)
Mr Paul R Styles (1956-1966)
Mr Graham A Waite (1962-1973)
Mr Irfan A Warsy (1990-1994)
Mr Bruce  Welton (1950-1957)
Mr David S Wood (1950-1955)

New members

Address changes

Mr Brian J Cumbers (1942-1948) 13 August 2010
Mr Alec J Davidson (1937-1946) 28 August 2010
Mr Geoffrey V Essex (1934-1946) 10 July 2010
Mr Paul Freeman (1922–1934) 31 July 2010
Mr Michael M Hendrie (1943-1950) Not known
Mr Guy N Kingston (1950-1961) 14 September 2010
Mr Robert G Mares (1927-1935) 20 April 2010

Mr Colin H Maynard (1940-1944) 15 June 2010
Mr Richard A D Payne (1947-1958) 12 April 2007
Mr Ian A Rowe (1941-1948) 1 May 2010
Mr Marcus W Shadforth (1941-1945) 24 March 2010
Mr Dudley A J Staines (1941-1945) 19 August 2010
Mr Alfred W G Todd (1944-1952) 11 March 2010
Brig O J Waldram (1928-1941) 31 August 2010 

The Hon Registrar will be happy to provide contact details for any of the above listed members (or any other members if he has
them) on request, preferably by email.

Making contact

Ian Pitwood, the Hon Registrar, would like to hear from members about the full range of registration matters, such as paying sub-
scriptions, changes of address, email addresses, contact details and news of ‘lost’ Old Brentwoods as well as births, marriages and
deaths. He will be happy to field any queries about the Chronicle mailing list. His contact details are:

• Bramley House, The Tye, East Hanningfield, Chelmsford, Essex, CM3 8AA.  
• Telephone:  01245 403260
• Email   registrar@oldbrentwoods.org

Further information is to be found on the Society’s website   www.oldbrentwoods.org

The Hon Editor will be pleased to publish obituaries in the Chronicle based on information and tributes
supplied. Contact Martin Rowland at 6, St Paul’s Court, 18 Brackley Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3 1RA.
Email:  magrowland@btinternet.com  (see next page)

From the Registrar

THE SOCIETY OF OLD BRENTWOODS
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CLUB FINANCES HAVE IMPROVED BUT THERE’S A LONG WAY TO GO
In my 2009 report, I said the Society had suffered a grim year financially. The financial pressures continue but efforts made by 
member clubs to increase income and a tight control on expenditure have helped to bring finances onto a sounder footing. There is,
however, a long way to go.

A separate financial sub committee has closely monitored finances and spent much time formulating a rigorous but practicable 
budget. Stuart Mathieson retired as Hon. Treasurer last year and Simon Born has taken over at a difficult time. John Hubbard has been
co-opted on to the General Committee to help focus on Clubhouse expenditure. Colin Finch’s long experience has been particularly
helpful.

The first half of the Society’s year saw good playing weather and a large number of functions at the Clubhouse. This considerably
boosted income compared with the same period a year previously. However, the good start tailed off with poor weather in the New
Year producing fixture cancellations. The Rugby Club has nevertheless contributed greatly to Society’s income by hosting 
successful events at the Clubhouse. The Football and Cricket clubs have redoubled their efforts to attract new members and make
greater use of the Clubhouse but it is hard work.

For many Old Brentwoods, the Clubhouse at Ashwells Road has been the centre of Society activities. It is apparent that more recent
leavers regard the School as their primary focus. This may explain why take up of membership by recent leavers is so poor and why
affiliated clubs have difficulty in attracting new members.

The General Committee proposes that Clubhouse and grounds become financially self supporting, ensuring running costs are met by
those who use them. This undoubtedly means increased subscriptions for Clubhouse users but a fairer basis for funding, given that
most of the Society’s far flung members scarcely use the facilities. The procedure and time scale for these changes have yet to be 
discussed in detail and will continue to feature strongly on the General Committee’s agendae.

David Oldham’s ‘no nonsense style’ as President has been true to the ethos of Joe Hodgson which David reminded us about at the
2009 AGM. He quickly raised funds, without cost to the Society, to pay for replacement dividing doors in the Clubhouse. The old
wooden doors had been patched up over the years until they were beyond repair. Once again, the bar area can be separated from the
function room. David’s robust chairmanship of committee meetings ensures business is dealt with efficiently.

I am pleased to note that my contemporary, Richard Owers, is now the Society’s President. He is  a long standing member of the Rugby
Club, a School governor and parent of two pupils. His practical approach, fresh ideas and enthusiasm will be an asset to the Society
in the coming year.

A highlight of the past year has been the trip to Ypres organised by the School which many Old Brentwoods attended. I understand the
School are considering repeating the event every five years so that all pupils have a chance of participating in the event at least once.
The second edition of Godfrey Thomas’ book about Old Brentwoods fallen in conflict, “Every One a Hero,” has proved extremely
popular. Godfrey has kindly agreed to donate the profits to the Society.

The Old Brentwoods 1st XI was eliminated from the semi-finals of the Arthur Dunn Cup by Old Etonians. Some consolation was
arguably provided by the Old Brentwoods Veterans team (minimum age 45) which reached the final of the Supervets Cup. The team,
for which I was proud to turn out, lost on penalties. It is still an honour to represent the Old Brentwoods after so many years.

In previous years, I have appealed for younger members to join the General Committee. I was pleased Katie Hughes became Hon.
Assistant Registrar at the last AGM, having been co-opted during the previous year. She joined only three other Old Brentwoods under
40 on the General Committee so I hope more will come forward. The Old Brentwoods need to change to survive but we need younger
people to point the Society in the right direction. Please contact me or any other committee member if you would like to play a part.

Ian West, Hon Secretary

Secretary’s Report 2009-2010

In compiling obituaries for the Old Brentwoods Chronicle, the
editor seeks information along the lines indicated below. 

It is appreciated that even family members and close friends
may have limited information at their disposal. The editor
would, however, be grateful for whatever material he receives. 

Full name of the late Old Brentwood 

Dates or years of birth and death. Date and location of funeral 

Years at Brentwood School 

Any particular claims to fame at school 

Relatives at the school 

Involvement in Old Brentwoods activities 

Tertiary/professional education (college, subject area, 
qualifications) 

Career: (very) approximate chronology covering perhaps
posts, responsibilities, organisations, locations, 

achievements, retirement 

Post-retirement activity 

Hobbies, community activities 

Family details 

Any other information 

The editor is always interested in drawing upon tributes made
at the funeral and using a head & shoulders photograph,
depending on available space. 

Any information given in confidence will be respected. 

Martin Rowland 

6 St Paul's Court, 18 Brackley Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3
IRA. (0208 650 9967) magrowland@btinternet.com

OLD BRENTWOODS CHRONICLE: OBITUARY NOTICES
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RETAINED SURPLUS FOLLOWS TWO YEARS OF LOSSES

I would like to thank my predecessor, Stuart Mathieson, not only for his many years of hard work but also for the help he has given
me during the year.

The 2010 accounts show a significant improvement on last year and I am happy to report a retained surplus for the year of £25,235,
compared with losses for the past two years of £45,253 and £20,207.

Although overall income has increased by a respectable 6% thanks to increased Bar profit and ground use donations, the 
surplus has been achieved by a reduction of expenditure. Primarily, this is due to the substantial rates rebate of £13,000 the
Clubhouse has received, largely due to the sterling work of Chris Stewart (OB) of Messrs Mass & Co.. There have also been 
reductions in staff and maintenance costs both on the Clubhouse and the grounds, although this has been deferred whilst the
Society’s finances are still under review. However, the significant costs of improving the drainage and condition of the grounds, and
replacing aged plant, machinery and equipment remain. We need to be vigilant in controlling expenditure and continue to improve
the Bar profit and other sources of income.  I would like to thank my fellow members of the Finance Sub Committee for their con-
siderable efforts during the year.

Whilst the result is a welcome turnaround and a great improvement on last year, this performance must be sustained in future years
to rebuild our reserves and assure financial security.

Simon H.G. Born

Hon Treasurer

18th September 2010

I have audited the accounts of the Society of Old Brentwoods for the year ended 30th April 2010 which comprise the Income &
Expenditure Account, the Balance Sheet and the related notes. These accounts have been prepared in accordance with the account-
ing policies set out therein.

Respective responsibilities of the General Committee of the Society of Old Brentwoods and the Auditor

The General Committee of the Society of Old Brentwoods is responsible for preparing the accounts of the Society of Old
Brentwoods. My responsibility is to audit these accounts. This report, including the opinion, has been prepared for and only for the
members of the Society of Old Brentwoods as a body and for no other purpose. I do not, in giving this opinion, accept or assume
responsibility for any other purpose or to any other person to whom this report is shown or into whose hands it may come save
where expressly agreed by my prior consent in writing.  

Basis of report

As is common for organisations of this type, the size of the organisation means it is not practicable to maintain an adequate system
of internal control on all aspects of the business of the Society of Old Brentwoods. The Society is an honorary 
organisation and a number of the activities are conducted by volunteers. Accordingly, the audit is limited to an opinion on the prepa-
ration of the accounts from the accounting records and other information presented to me.

Opinion

In my opinion, subject to the matter referred to above, the accounts of the Society of Old Brentwoods have been prepared in accor-
dance with the accounting records, other information and explanations provided to me and in accordance with the accounting poli-
cies set out therein. 

.....................................

D.J. Wasley

Hon. Auditor

18th September 2010

Treasurer’s Report 2009-2010

Auditor’s Report 2009-2010
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INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
Continuing Operations

2010 2009
Notes £ £

Turnover 2 134,930 127,518
_______ _______

Administrative Expenses (110,144) (148,440)
_______ _______

Operating Profit/(Loss) 3 24,786 (20,922)

Investment Income 4 477 492

Other Interest Receivable and 
Similar Income 9 223

_______ _______
Profit/(Loss) on Ordinary
Activities Before Taxation 25,272 (20,207)

Taxation 5 (37) -
_______ _______

Profit/(Loss) for the Year 10 25,235 (20,207)

Retained Profit Brought Forward 288,880 309,087
_______ _______

Retained Profit Carried Forward 314,115 288,880
_______ _______

There are no recognised gains or losses other than the profit or loss for the above two financial years.

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30TH APRIL 2010
2010 2009

Notes £ £ £ £
Fixed Assets
Tangible Assets 6 314,182 315,270
Investments 7 9,329 9,329

_______ _______
323,511 324,599

Current Assets
Stocks 4,226 4,367
Debtors 8 16,006 7,929
Cash at Bank and in Hand 30,708 26,159

_______ _______
50,940 38,455

Creditors: Amounts Falling
Due Within One Year 9 (60,336) (74,174)

_______ _______
Net Current Liabilities (9,396) (35,719)

_______ _______
Total Assets Less Current
Liabilities 314,115 288,880

_______ _______
Net Assets 314,115 288,880

_______ _______

Accumulated Fund 10 314,115 288,880
_______ _______

Members' Funds 11 314,115 288,880
_______ _______

The financial statements were approved by the General Committee on 18th September 2010 and signed on its behalf by

..................................... ................................ ....................................

D.J. Oldham S.D. Boon S.H.G. Born

President Chairman Hon. Treasurer
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR YEAR ENDED 30TH APRIL 2010

1. Accounting Policies

1.1. Accounting Convention
The financial statements are prepared under the historical cost convention and comply with financial reporting standards of
the Accounting Standards Board. 

1.2. Turnover 
Turnover represents the total invoice value, excluding value added tax, of sales made during the year.  

1.3. Entrance Fees, Subscriptions & Donations
Entrance fees, subscriptions and donations are included on a received basis apart from those received under the arrangement
with the School of which the amount attributable to the first year of membership is credited to the Income & Expenditure
Account in the year of receipt and the balance is carried forward  and credited to the Income & Expenditure Account over
the next four years.

1.4. Tangible Fixed Assets and Depreciation
Depreciation is provided at rates calculated to write off the cost less residual value of each asset over its expected useful life,
as follows:

Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment - 20% on cost

No depreciation is made for other items, as in the opinion of the General Committee, book value exceeds cost. 

1.5. Investments
Fixed asset investments are stated at cost less provision for permanent diminution in value.

1.6. Stock
Stock is valued at the lower of cost and net realisable value.

2. Turnover
The total turnover of the Society for the year has been derived from its principal activity wholly undertaken in the UK.

3. Operating Profit/(Loss) 2010 2009
£ £

Operating profit/(loss) is stated after charging:
Depreciation and other amounts written off as tangible assets 1,408 2,356

_______ _______

4. Income from Investments
Income from investments 477 492

_______ _______

5. Tax on Profit/(Loss) on Ordinary Activities

Analysis of Charge in Period

Current Tax
UK Corporation Tax 37 -

_______ _______
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6. Tangible Fixed Assets
Furniture,

Clubhouse Freehold Tennis Fixtures &
Buildings Sports Field Groundworks Courts Equipment Total

£ £ £ £ £ £
Cost
At 1st May 2009 197,819 28,994 58,769 26,711 77,232 389,525
Additions - - - - 320 320

_______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______
At 30th April 2010 197,819 28,994 58,769 26,711 77,552 389,845

_______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______
Depreciation
At 1st May 2009 - - - - 74,255 74,255
Charge for the Year - - - - 1,408 1,408

_______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______
At 30th April 2010 - - - - 75,663 75,663

_______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______
Net Book Values
At 30th April 2010 197,819 28,994 58,769 26,711 1,889 314,182

_______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______
At 30th April 2009 197,819 28,994 58,769 26,711 2,977 315,270

_______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______

7. Fixed Asset Investments Listed Premium
Investments Bonds Total

£ £ £
Cost
At 1st May 2009 
At 30th April 2010 9,079 250 9,329

_______ _______ _______
Net Book Values
At 30th April 2010 9,079 250 9,329

_______ _______ _______
At 30th April 2009 9,079 250 9,329

_______ _______ _______

8. Debtors 2010 2009
£ £

Other Debtors 118 5,902
Prepayments and Accrued Income 15,888 2,027

_______ _______
16,006 7,929

_______ _______

9. Creditors: Amounts Falling Due 2010 2009
Within One Year £ £

Corporation Tax 62 2,755
Other Taxes and Social Security Costs 400 -
Other Creditors 44,541 47,023
Accruals and Deferred Income 15,333 24,396

_______ _______
60,336 74,174

_______ _______

10. Members’ Funds Accumulated
Fund

£

At 1st May 2009 288,880
Profit for the Year 25,235

_______
At 30th April 2010 314,115

_______



48

11. Reconciliation of Movements in Members' Funds 2010 2009
£ £

Profit/(Loss) for the Year 25,235 (20,207)
Opening Member's Funds 288,880 309,087

_______ _______
Closing Member's Funds 314,115 288,880

_______ _______

DETAILED INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
FOR YEAR ENDED 30TH APRIL 2010

2010 2009
£ £ £ £

Income
Bar Profit 51,977 49,299
Entrance Fees, Subscriptions & Donations 41,756 44,134
Affiliated Clubs' Ground Rentals & Donations 25,947 18,500
Squash & Tennis Courts 2,678 5,323
Ground Rental 10,532 10,050
Other Income 2,040 212

_______ _______
134,930 127,518

Expenditure
Staff Costs 49,408 57,569
Insurance & Rates 7,047 20,474
Light & Heat 8,404 14,825
Clubhouse Maintenance 13,329 20,676
Ground Maintenance 9,278 15,213
Chronicle 19,783 11,023
Administration Costs 1,487 6,304
Depreciation 1,408 2,356

_______ _______
(110,144) (148,440)
_______ _______

Operating Profit/(Loss) 24,786 (20,922)

Other Income and Expenses

Income From Investments
Listed Investment Income 477 492

_______ _______
477 492

Interest Receivable
Bank Deposit Interest 9 223

_______ _______
9 223

_______ _______
Net Profit/(Loss) for the Year 25,272 (20,207)

_______ _______


